ROCK AND A HARD PLACE

by

Jeffrey Robert Davis



FROM THE DARKNESS WE HEAR:

A REVI VALI ST BAND AND CHO R play "This Little Light of Mne."
TI TLE: "SOVEWHERE | N RURAL FLORIDA -- 1975."

FADE | N:

I NT. MACK'S REVI VAL TENT -- 1975 -- DAY

A nodest congregation sings along. Their preacher, ALISTAIR
"MACK" MCKAY (50s), holds a BIBLE, sways to the nusic, stoic.

The band's guitarist is 7 year-old JONNY MCKAY (the preacher's
boy), playing a '58 BLONDE TELECASTER that's way too big for
him As the song ends Jonny adds a tasty rock and roll 1ick--

The crowd |oves it -- Mack doesn't. He blocks Jonny and
grabs the guitar, ending his son's show boating. Jonny pokes
his head from behi nd Mack and hanms it up, |oving the appl ause.

JONNY
(v.0)
That was nme, about a thousand years
ago. Back then | was pretty sure
rock and roll could change the worl d--

EXT. DOMNMNTOW SOUTHERN BEND, FLORI DA -- 1995 -- DAY

A quaint little coastal town. Lots of thriving Mom and Pop
shops. A FRESHLY PAI NTED GAZEBO in the center square. And
a plcturesque LI GHTHOUSE stands guard at the ocean's edge.

A SIGN reads, "Wel cone to Southern Bend -- Hone of The Fanous
Sout hern Hi ckory Chad,"” wth a CARTOON HAPPY SM LI NG FI SH

TI TLE: " SOUTHERN BEND, FLORI DA -- 1995"

A sputtering VESPA careens into view, driven recklessly by
JONNY "COCL BREEZE"™ MCKAY -- now 25, long-hair -- an electric
gui tar case slung over his shoulder. He's in a major hurry.

MRS. TAYLOR crosses the street carrying a tray of honmenmade
pies. Jonny swerves, but it's too late: the pies hit the
ground, Ms. Taylor lands on her butt. Jonny keeps on goi ng--

JONNY
Sorry, Ms. T!

MRS. TAYLOR
Don't lend a hand. Little piss-ant.

From his nearby MJUSIC STORE, MR. WLSON shakes his head.

MR W LSON
Bad seed, that MKay boy. Don't
gi ve a hoot by anyone but hisself.

MRS. TAYLOR
Just help ne up, ya noron



EXT. SOUTHERN BEND -- OPEN FI ELD -- DAY

Jonny drops the Vespa and joins FIVE GQUYS (all 20s): RICKY
(wearing BASEBALL CAP and JERSEY); SCALLOP (huge, wearing
OVERALLS and BEARD); DOC (short, with G.ASSES); DARBY (tall,
built, long blond hair); and RANDY (in a JANITOR S UN FORM .

They're painting the walls of a MODI FI ED FLATBED HAY TRUCK
to read "Go Gators," above a blue and orange ALLI GATOR
COLLETTE (17, super cute) films themw th a VI DEO CAVERA

DOC
You're | ate.

JONNY
Traffic was a bitch.

DARBY
Ww, that's hilarious. W coulda
used your help for once, Your Mjesty.

JONNY

Take a pill, Darby.
DARBY

"Il take it and shove it up your--
DOC

(steps between then)
You guys can cage match | ater on.
Fourteen mnutes "til half-tine.

Dar by and Jonny stare each other down. This isn't over--

EXT. "THE SWAMP" FOOTBALL STADI UM -- SERVI CE ENTRANCE -- DAY
W hear a LARCGE CROWD inside. The hay truck rolls to a stop.
Randy exits the driver's side, uses BOLT CUITERS on a | ocked
fence, rolls the fence aside, hops back in. The truck enters--
| NT. "THE SWAMP" FOOTBALL STADI UM -- THE FI ELD -- DAY

The truck parks at an end zone. 90,000 RABI D FOOTBALL FANS
don't even notice. Randy hops out, grabs two extension cords
(on TWO LARCGE SPOOLS), plugs theminto a P. A SOUNDBOARD

A SCOREBOARD ticks down the final seconds of the first half.
FOOTBALL PLAYERS exit the field as a MARCH NG BAND enters..

FOOTBALL ANNOUNCER OVER PA SYSTEM
And there's the end of the first
half -- Gators 24, Wsconsin 10..
| NT. THE BOYS' HAY TRUCK -- DAY
Randy hops back in. Jonny and the others are in the back.

RANDY
Got juice, got sound. Let's do this.



JONNY
(singing, hushed)
This little light of mne, |I'mgonna

let it shine...

As the truck starts to roll, the guys put their fists together
and sing along. This is their band' s pre-show ritual.

I NT. "THE SWAMP" FOOTBALL STADI UM -- THE FI ELD -- DAY

The truck rolls toward the 50-yard |ine, knocking confused
BAND GEEKS out of the way. The truck stops at center field.

| NT. FOOTBALL ANNOUNCER S BOOTH -- DAY
An ELDERLY FOOTBALL ANNOUNCER reads from a cue card:

FOOTBALL ANNOUNCER
Fol ks, today we have a special nusi cal
treat for you, all the way from..
(noticing the truck)
What the good Christ is that?

EXT. "THE SWAMP* FOOTBALL STADI UM -- THE FI ELD -- DAY

And with that, the truck's four walls fall to the sides,
reveal ing the rock band THE SHI NE: Jonny (guitar), Darby
(vocals), Ricky (drums), Scallop (bass) and Doc (keys/guitar).
A RED BANNER unfurls behind them which reads: "THE SHI NE. "

DARBY
(into a M CROPHONE)
Hel l o, Gainesville! The Shine has
come here to rock. Are you ready?!

They play a catchy upbeat rock song ("Get Ready Set Co,"
Track 1 -- Go to MeetTheShine.comfor all 12 songs and
lyrics), piped through the PA system The crowd is confused
at first, but then gets into it. Marching band nenbers and
CHEERLEADERS surround The Shine and rock out to the nusic--

| NT. FOOTBALL ANNOUNCER S BOOTH -- DAY
The ol d Announcer | ooks |like he's about to have a stroke.

FOOTBALL ANNOUNCER
Nobody sai d anyt hi ng about a rock
band. Wy wasn't | told about the
goddam r ock band?

I NT. "THE SWAMP" FOOTBALL STADI UM -- THE FI ELD -- DAY

COPS rush the truck, so Randy starts to drive it away! The
Shi ne play on, off-balance, as the cops give chase. The

cops finally surround the truck and force it to stop, catching
each of The Shine as they junp off the stage trying to flee--

Last man standing is Jonny, who wails on his '58 TELECASTER
as the crowd goes nuts. Cops tackle and HANDCUFF him Jonny
just smles. The crowd |oves it. And Jonny |oves the crowd--



I NT. MACK' S PI CK-UP TRUCK -- LATER THAT NI GHT

Mack (now 60s, straw hat) drives, not pleased. Jonny rides
shotgun, Collette and The Shine are in back, stifling smles.

MACK
What do you got to say for yoursel ves?
JONNY
Well, | think the sound was pretty
good given the tine restraints--
DOC
And running with a guitar is way
harder than it | ooks--
JONNY
Damm painful to land on, too--
MACK

Y all see sonething funny in this
situation? '"Cuz | gotta tell ya,
the hunor's escapin' ne.

JONNY
Sorry, Pa, it's just--

MACK
You go have your fun, now | gotta
deal with the repercussions--

JONNY
| told you we'd pay the fine.

MACK
Ain't about no goddam fine, boy.
It's about you respecting others.
When are you gonna |l earn that you
ain't special? You are just one of
many in this community. The rules
apply to you just Iike everyone el se.

JONNY
| know t hat, Pa.

MACK
No you do not. No sir you do not.

EXT. MACK' S FARM -- DRI VEWAY -- NI GHT
Mack, Jonny and Collette step out of the truck.

MACK
Back 40 seeded by 5:30. Hens and
cows by 8. You're on 30-day | ockdown.
No band, no guitars, no Mss Collette.
(tips his hat)
Mss Collette.

Mack grabs the '58 TELLY fromthe truck, enters the house.



JONNY
He stays this mad we may just have
to nmove in together sooner.

COLLETTE
You nean it?
JONNY
| ever lied to you? Don't answer
that. | ever lied to you today?
COLLETTE
Pr obabl y.
JONNY

Kiss me quick so | can't lie no nore.
They ki ss.
EXT. MACK' S FARM -- JONNY'S TRAI LER -- THE NEXT MORNI NG

100 yards fromthe main house. Collette kisses Jonny goodbye,
sneaks off through a cornfield. Jonny |laces up work boots--

EXT. MACK'S FARM -- THE BARN -- MORNI NG

Jonny lies under a TRACTOR using a wench. A RENTAL CAR
pul |l s up, parks. Exit CARLO TONELLI (30s, Brooklyn bad-ass).

CARLO T
Jonny McKay, |'m guessing?

JONNY
Son, you're either lost or selling
sonething. State Road 6 is a mle
south, and I ain't got two thin dines.

CARLO T

Maybe | can change that. |I'mCarlo

T. | make hit records in L. A
JONNY

You're a long way from hone, Carlo.
CARLO T

| seen a tape of your half-tinme show.
You got chops. And you got balls.
Come out West, we'll do sonet hing.

JONNY
Can't see us southern boys fittin'
in with that whol e Hol | ywood deal .

CARLO T
| don't do bands. | do rock stars.

JONNY
Sorry you cane so far for nothing.
W're a band and we're gonna stay a
band. State Road 6, mle that way.



6.
Carlo pulls out a BUSINESS CARD, sets it on the tractor hood.

CARLO T
Open offer. We'Ill see. You be good.

Carlo drives off. Jonny w pes his hands, picks up the card--
EXT. MACK' S FARM -- BACK FORTY -- PREACHER S ROCK -- DAY
Preacher's Rock is 15 feet tall, 20 feet across. A ROPE

LADDER | eads to the top, where The Shine now sunbat he and
drink Buds froma styrofoamcooler. A BOOM BOX pl ays Skynyrd.

Rl CKY
Best gig ever, bro. | nean, how are
we ever going to top that one?
JONNY

| don't know, maybe we could play a
whol e song? And not get arrested?

DARBY

Maybe we coul d actual ly get paid.
SCALLOP

Maybe we could do this forever
DOC

Amren. A toast. Together forever.
They all clink their beers together and drink.

JONNY (V. Q)
We had nothing but time. W thought
our dreans'd always stay ripe for
the pickin', and we'd keep all our
promses. But the world has a funny
way of forcing you to nake choi ces.

EXT. MACK'S FARM -- JONNY' S TRAI LER -- THAT NI GHT

Jonny approaches, carrying an acoustic guitar and a beer.
Mack is there, waiting for him Again, not pleased.

MACK
Congratul ati ons, rock star. You
j ust bought yourself another 30 days.

Calmy, Mack takes the guitar, SMASHES it against the trailer.
He sets the broken pieces at Jonny's feet, then wal ks away.

I NT. MACK'S FARM -- MAIN HOUSE -- NI GHT -- 30 DAYS LATER
Mack wat ches The Farm Report on TV. Jonny enters.

JONNY
Hay's all baled. Feed' s ready to
go. And | topped off Bessy's oil.



MACK
Uh- huh. There sonething el se?

JONNY
It's been 30 days. You said you'd
give ne back ny Telly--

MACK
| said I'd think about it. And guess
what, it ain't gonna happen.

JONNY

But it's ny guitar--
MACK

Incorrect. That guitar was a gift

to my church. It was not entrusted

to you for the playing of devil nusic--
JONNY

Come on, Pa, it's only rock and roll--
MACK

Save it, boy. | sold that guitar

two weeks ago. And guess what, you
just earned yourself 30 nore days.

JONNY
You can't do this--
MACK
One nore word, | nmake it 60.

I NT. MACK'S FARM -- THE BARN -- N GHT

Furious, Jonny digs out Carlo T's business card. He hoists
a backpack onto his shoul der, then wal ks down the driveway.

EXT. MACK'S FARM -- JONNY' S TRAI LER -- THE NEXT DAY

Coll ette knocks on the door. No answer. She sits down on
the front stoop, concerned. The Shine pull up on D RT BIKES.

DOC
Were's he at?
COLLETTE
| think he's gone.
Rl CKY
Gone? Li ke gone gone?
SCALLCP
Can't be. W got us a show tonight.
DARBY

(looking inside trailer)
That boy is as gone as gone gets.

Collette cries. The Shine | ook crushed. But Darby is angry.



EXT. HOLLYWOCD, CALIFORNI A -- DAY -- PRESENT DAY

We see the Hol |l ywood sign, the Capitol Records building, The
Chi nese Theater. And the |ess fanpbus CGuitar Depot on Sunset.

TITLE: "HOLLYWOOD, CA. TH' S VERY MORNI NG "

JONNY (V. Q)
Next thing you know half your life's
gone by and you barely renenber that
kid you used to be. You look in the
mrror you can't believe it's the
sane person, and that this is al
there is. But guess what? It is.

I NT. GUI TAR DEPOT -- LOS ANGELES -- PRESENT DAY

A YOUNG KID plays an electric guitar, sanpling WAH WAH PEDALS.
Jonny (now 40s, wearing Hol |l ywood rock star drab) approaches.

JONNY
Wl l, boss, what'd we deci de?

YOUNG KI D
The 750 is killer. But 149 bucks,
that's |i ke food for a whol e nonth

JONNY
Trust ne, that 220 there sucks.
You'll be back in a week crying for
t he 750 once the 220 breaks down.

YOUNG KI D
| know, dude. But we got a show
tonight and | only got |ike 50 bucks.

Jonny | ooks over at FRANK THE MANAGER, who's busy hel pi ng
anot her custoner. Jonny picks up the two wah wah pedal s.

JONNY
Come with ne.

At a register, Jonny rings up $49.99, puts the 750 in a bag.

JONNY ( CONT' D)
That'll be $49.99, sir.

YOUNG KI D
Dude, that's the 750..

JONNY
| f your band sounds |ike shit, son,
it sure ain't gonna be 'cuz of ne.

YOUNG KI D
Ah, brah, you're awesone!

JONNY
Hand nme the noney and wal k away.



The Kid hands Jonny noney, takes the bag. Lingers.

YOUNG KI D
| gotta ask. Are you Jonny Phoeni x?
| mean you |l ook just Iike him Except
no hat. And way ol der of course.

JONNY
Wwal k away, or | take it back. Brah.

I NT. JONNY'S HOLLYWOOD APARTMENT -- NI GHT

On a COWUTER, Jonny checks his store on Ebay. W see he's
sold a shitload of guitars and "Jonny Phoeni x" paraphernali a.

He opens a closet, revealing 20 guitar racks, 19 enpty spaces.
And POSTERS of "Johnny Phoeni x" -- a rock guitarist in a RED
LEATHER OUTFI T W TH ORANGE FLAMES AND A MATCHI NG CONBOY HAT.

He grabs the last guitar, signs it wth a grease pen, blows
on it. He signs a poster. Upon closer inspection of the
poster we see: Jonny IS JONNY PHOEN X! About 15 years younger--

He pops a Jonny Phoenix CD into a BOOM BOX. W hear "I Was
Born To Rock and Roll," Track 2. He checks a M RROR, touches
[Tnes in his face. Plucks a gray. Swigs a fifth of JACK

He picks up the guitar, plays fast, tasty solos. He's still
good. Really good. He closes his eyes, lost in his nusic--

DI SSCLVE TQO
I NT. MADI SON SQUARE GARDEN -- N GHT -- DREAM SEQUENCE

Onst age, Jonny plays to a packed house. G RLS throw BRAS
and PANTIES. Everyone from Southern Bend is there. Even
Mack. Jonny loves it as the crowd chants "Jonny, Jonny!"

Then, above the crowd he hears a BRI TI SH MALE VO CE sayi ng
"Jonny, Jonny." Coupled with an annoying, insistent KNOCKI NG -

INT.  JONNY'S HOLLYWOOD APARTMENT -- BEDROOM -- THE NEXT DAY

Jonny wakes with a start and sees a MAN OUTSI DE, KNOCKI NG on
hi s wi ndow, saying "Jonny, Jonny." This is his manager,

Bl NKY BARRETT (30s, glasses, British -- think John Oiver
from The Daily Show). Jonny buries his head in a pillow

JONNY
Go away, Binky.

Bl NKY
You know that's not going to happen
so you may as well let ne in

Jonny gets up, opens the front door, falls back to bed.
Bi nky enters carrying TWO CUPS OF COFFEE

Bl NKY ( CONT' D)
It's 12:47 pm



JONNY
Excellent. Wat's for |unch?

Bl NKY

Don't tell ne you've forgotten
JONNY

O course not. Forgotten what?
Bl NKY

Wiite Raven? Hell o?
JONNY

VWhat kind of a band nane is that?
Makes no sense. Ravens are bl ack.

Bl NKY
It's ironic, very hip. They tour in
June, but their guitarist just |ost
a leg in a bizarre fencing accident.

JONNY
They're kids, Bink. Waste of tine.

Bl NKY
How many years you're saying "Binky,
find me the big gig? | want to play
stadi uns, blah blah blah.” This is
a big gig. Playing stadiuns. Carlo
T has put in a word for you, so it's
nore of a formality than an audition.

JONNY
| nmeant Aerosmth. Def Leppard.
Foo Fighters.

Bl NKY
And as soon as soneone drops dead in
one of those bands |I'mon the phone--

JONNY
| don't care how you do it. Just do
it. You re a nmanager, Binky. Manage.

Jonny's PHONE RINGS. Binky picks it up.

Bl NKY
Phoeni x residence. Sorry, no one
here by the nane of "Cool Breeze"--

Jonny takes the phone from Bi nky.

Jonny hangs up,

JONNY
Hel |l 0? Yeah. Oh, hey. Yep. 1Is he
dead? kay, fine. Thanks, Ray Ray.

Bl NKY
Cool Breeze?

opens one of the coffees and sips it.



11.

JONNY
Long story. Forner life.
Bl NKY
Everyt hi ng ok?
JONNY
Ri ght as rain.
Bl NKY
Who' s dead?
JONNY

Nobody. M/ old man had a stroke.
What kind of nmusic do these Wite
Raven punks play anyway?

Bl NKY
Christ, Jonny, we can postpone the
audition. Your famly cones first.

JONNY
Trust ne, they don't.

EXT. WH TE RAVEN S HOLLYWOOD HI LLS MANSI ON -- AFTERNCON

Bi nky and Jonny ride in Binky's MATA, sputtering to a halt

at a gorgeous house adorned by KO PONDS and a WOODEN JAPANESE
BRI DGE. A LARCE BLACK TRUCK sits in a driveway, the word
"Marshall" on its side. It's a nassive anplifier on wheel s!

Bl NKY
Looks |i ke these punks have a fair
bit of disposable incone, yeah?

JONNY
Money ain't everything.

Bl NKY
Right. But it's nost things.

I NT. VWH TE RAVEN S MANSI ON -- WAI TI NG ROOM -- MOMENTS LATER

Bi nky and Jonny (carrying a guitar) enter. |It's packed with
AUDI TI ONI NG GUI TARI STS, all in their 20s. Jonny eyes Binky.

Bl NKY
Relax. It's a formality.

A MNTON WTH A CLI PBOARD enters from anot her room

M N ON WTH A CLI PBOARD
Pa- ho- ee- ni x, Yonny?

I NT. VWH TE RAVEN S AUDI TI ON STUDI O -- DAY

HOT WOMEN fawn over the four nenbers of WHI TE RAVEN (20s).
Each nmenber wears powder-white face MAKE- UP and SHI NY BLACK
FULL- BODY JUWMPSU TS. Euro-weird. ACE, the singer, greets
Jonny and Binky as they enter. ZEUS, bassist, eyeballs them
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ACE
(German accent)
Ah yes, ze notorious Jonny Phoeni x.

JONNY
In the flesh and ready to rock.

ACE
| am Ace. And zis is Franz whom you
woul d be replacing until we work out
ze prosthetic logistics...

The one-|egged FRANZ lies on a couch, drugged. He gives a
t hunbs-up. Zeus approaches, speaks in a heavy Wl sh accent.

ZEUS
Come on, you nust be joking, nate.
ACE
Zeus, please--
JONNY
What's the joke?
ZEUS
You are. He nust be 80, this one.
Bl NKY
Now, now, let's play nice--
JONNY
|"m barely 40. 42 tops. Mate.
ZEUS
Like | said, 80. | thought we nmade
it clear -- we're | ooking for sonmeone
in their 20s, not fromthe 20s.
ACE

| amso sorry, M. Jonny Phoeni x.
Zeus i s under nuch pressure. Plus
he's Wl sh, a cross we all nust bear--

ZEUS
A roomfull of blokes to slog through
and you're wasting ny time with sone
geriatric tosser? Tell me, granps,
at what age does it becone pathetic?

Jonny approaches Zeus, stands eye to eye with him

JONNY
Zeus, son, | wouldn't join your diaper-
wearin' fag band for a mllion bucks
and daily bl ow obs from your toothless
Euro-trash mamas. Even if | could
get past the Wendy-the-girl-ghost
make- up and t he pol yester one-sies.
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Bl NKY
Ckay then, perhaps we can re-schedul e--

Bi nky pulls Jonny away. Jonny |unges an | MAG NARY SWORD at
t he one-| egged Franz, who wi nces. Ace holds Zeus back.

ZEUS
It's Bavarian | eather, nmate. Hand-
stitched by blind Dom ni can nonks.
Sonebody make himtake that back!

EXT. WHI TE RAVEN S HOLLYWOOD HI LLS MANSI ON - - DAY
Jonny exits. Binky scurries behind, trying to catch up.

Bl NKY
Whoops, ny bad. So Carlo says G and
Funk Railroad's rhythm guy may have
pneunonia, so |I'll make a few calls..

But Jonny's not listening. He wal ks down the street, guitar
in hand. Binky hops into his Mata, but it won't start.

| NT. THE FROLI C ROOM BAR, HOLLYWOOD -- HOURS LATER
Jonny pounds a whi skey. He signals the BARKEEP for another.

FROLI C BARKEEP
None of ny business, friend, but how
much i s gonna be enough?

JONNY
They ain't made enough. And you're
right, ain't your business. Friend.

Bi nky enters, takes a seat next to Jonny.

Bl NKY
Virgin pina colada. Just a splash
of grenadine if you woul d.

FROLI C BARKEEP
"1l make it. But then I'd have to
shove it straight up your ass.

Bl NKY

Huh. In that case, |'m good.
JONNY

|"mdone. | can't do this anynore.
Bl NKY

Bol | ocks. You are, hands down, the
finest rock and roll guitarist |'ve--

JONNY
They woul dn't even let me play.
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Bl NKY
White Raven. What kind of band nane
is that? Cdearly Ravens are bl ack--
JONNY
They shoulda let ne play. Even if
I"mold...older...| deserve a shot.
Bi nky' s CELL PHONE RI NGS
Bl NKY

Absol utely. W just need to find

you the right situation. Were you

fit in. W need to find you a hone.
(answers phone)

Derek, ny man! Talk to ne.

Bi nky holds up a finger, steps outside to take the call.
Jonny picks up his guitar and stunbles toward a rear exit.

EXT. WH TE RAVEN S HOLLYWOOD HI LLS MANSI ON -- N GHT

Jonny falls out of a taxi, guitar in hand. There are CARS
parked all over now. PARTY GUESTS swarmthe house. TIKI
TORCHES are burning every few feet along the property's edge.

At the Amplifier Truck, Jonny breaks a window with his el bow
He opens a door, causing a TOOL CHEST and a GAS CAN to fal
out. He kicks the can, spilling gas all over. He clinbs in--

| NT. THE FROLI C ROOM BAR -- NI GHT
Bi nky enters and sees that Jonny is gone.

Bl NKY
You let himleave?

FROLI C BARKEEP
Begged himto stay. That'll be 86
bucks. Plus a nice tip.

EXT. WHI TE RAVEN S HOLLYWOOD HI LLS MANSI ON -- NI GHT

Jonny plugs his guitar into the nmassive anplifier, drunkenly
struggling to remain upright. He hits a CHORD that literally
shakes t he nei ghborhood. Then he starts to play. Wckedly.

The party guests are nesnerized. Wite Raven are incredul ous.
Jonny finishes off a blazing riff, then | ooks up at the band.

JONNY
That's what | got, bitches. What do
y'all got -- besides your mansions

and your fancy cars and your record
deal s and your snoking hot wonen?

Jonny resunes playing, but then he trips over his open guitar
case and face-plants into the bushes. He knocks over a tiKki
torch, which falls onto the driveway, igniting spilled gas.
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The bl aze spreads to the truck, koi pond, bridge. Party
guests scatter, scream ng. Through the FLAVES, Jonny sees
Zeus, points two fingers at him then back at his own eyes.

Bi nky pulls up, drags Jonny into the Mata, squeals away.
EXT. MULHOLLAND DRI VE -- N GHT
Bi nky drives fast, checks his rear view Al clear

JONNY
| wanna see the | ook on that prick's
face again. Please let's go back--

Bi nky squeals into an overl ook and slans on the brakes.
Bl NKY

Shut up and listen to ne for once.
|"ve just been on the phone with

Derek Peters -- he manages a little
band call ed Red Hot Chili Peppers.
JONNY
Oh man, | love the Chili Peppers!
Bl NKY
They' re having, shall we say, "issues”
with their current guitar player--
JONNY
Sal Pinto--
Bl NKY

Who's grown alarmngly fond of various
narcotic substances as well as females
of questionable |egal |egitinmacy--

JONNY
Getting high, banging Tenth G aders.
Bl NKY
They nmay need to replace himin the
next few nonths -- before the band
starts their European tour in July.
JONNY
Send himmy stuff. You gotta send--
Bl NKY
Jonny, |'ve sent himeverything. He
i kes your | ook, and your playing--
JONNY
But. There's always a "but."
Bl NKY
It's your attitude.
JONNY

Fuck that shit. What about it?



16.

Bl NKY
It sucks. You don't get along with
anyone. You set things on fire.

JONNY
Ch cone on, that al nost never happens.

Bl NKY
The Chili Peppers need soneone st abl e.
And you haven't stayed in the sane
band for nore than two nonths--

JONNY
Incorrect. | was with nmy first band
for like seven years.

Bl NKY

So the first thing we need to do is

find you a stable band situation--
(realizing)

Seven years? Really?

JONNY
Forget it. | haven't been in touch
wi th any of them since '95.
Bl NKY
A reunion tour! | could sell that--
JONNY

It's not gonna happen. Tell Derek
he can suck ny huge bad attitude.
Wo el se have you been tal king to?

Bl NKY
This is the point. 1've talked to
everyone. Every single person in
the industry. This is your |ast
shot at a national act. O herw se,
it's session work and tribute bands--

JONNY
Holy shit. It's that bad?

Bl NKY
You have quite literally burned your
| ast bridge in L.A

JONNY
Ww | really need, | really need to--

Jonny | eans out and retches. Binky holds back Jonny's hair.

Bl NKY
Ah, ny little ray of sunshi ne.

I NT. GU TAR DEPOT -- HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA -- DAY

Hungover, Jonny approaches Frank, who's dusting off guitars.
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JONNY
| didn't see ny nanme on the schedul e.

FRANK THE MANAGER
That's because you're not on it.

JONNY
Yeah | got that. My | ask why not?

FRANK THE MANAGER
May | ask why you're selling 750s at
$49. 99 when they retail at $149.99?

JONNY
Really? |Is this really happeni ng?

FRANK THE MANAGER
Al ready happened. Goodbye, Jonny.

JONNY
Know what el se i s happening, Frank?

WHAM  Jonny hits Frank with a right cross to the jaw. Frank
goes down hard. Jonny grabs a fistful of guitar picks, exits.

I NT. JONNY'S HOLLYWOOD APARTMENT -- DAY

Jonny wites on a note pad, figuring out his expenses. ALEX
his asshole roommate, plays a video gane on a Bl G SCREEN TV.

ALEX THE ROOWATE
Total bunmer, brah. That's why |
refuse to work for the nman, nan

JONNY
So I'm gonna need just a couple weeks
to cone up with this nonth's rent--

ALEX THE ROOMVATE
No can do, bud. Gonna need you to

cl ear out your shit, |ike pronto.
JONNY
Alex, 1'll get you the noney--

But Alex is already dialing a phone.

ALEX THE ROOMVATE
Dude, the room just opened up. |
know, it's awesone. See you tonorrow.

I NT. JONNY'S HOLLYWOOD APARTMENT -- DAY
Jonny packs up his stuff while talking on a cell phone.
JONNY
O course | punched him The guy
kept telling me what to do.

| NTERCUT W TH BI NKY, IN H' S M ATA, ALSO ON A CELL PHONE
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Bl NKY
He's your boss. That's his job.

JONNY
Yeah, well now he eats through a
straw, so we're even

Bl NKY
I roncl ad | ogi c as al ways.

Carrying a guitar and a backpack, Jonny carefully closes his
bedroom door. Alex enters the apartnent, carrying GROCERI ES.

JONNY
Later, fuckface.

ALEX THE ROOMVATE
Hast a, dude.

Jonny exits. Alex opens the door to Jonny's room An open
can of PAINT falls on Alex, coating himin BLUE. Alex then
sees that ALL OF JONNY' S FURNI TURE | S NAILED TO THE CEI LI NG

EXT. JONNY' S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG -- DAY

Jonny | oads his guitar and backpack into the Mata, gets in.
He and Bi nky continue talking to each other on cell phones--

Bl NKY
| see it as a sign

JONNY
You see everything as a sign. |
ain't going back to Florida.

They both hang up their phones.

Bl NKY
You | ost your job, your place to
stay. You need the conforts of hone.
The conradery of old friends. Did
your Dah leave a will by any chance?

JONNY
Stroke, Bink. Not dead.
Bl NKY
Oh, right.
JONNY

You think I've burned bridges here?
This ain't shit conpared to what |
did to ny people in Southern Bend.

Bl NKY
Your people. | like that.

JONNY
Bi nky, stop--
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Bl NKY
Look, LAPD is after you. Carlo is
after you. The only people not after
you are those in the music industry.
You are officially out of options.

JONNY
Well, figure sonething out. 'Cuz
there is absolutely no way |I'm goi ng
back hone. Never. Not happeni ng.

A BLACK MERCEDES pulls up. Two THUGS exit, BASH OPEN t he
apartnent door, enter. Blue-covered Al ex FLIES through a
bay wi ndow, |lands on the lawn. His big TV follows. The
Thugs exit. Jonny slunps down until the Mercedes takes off--

EXT. LOS ANGELES GREYHOUND BUS STATI ON -- PARKI NG LOT -- DAY

Jonny (in SHADES and BALL CAP) sits in a bus marked "M am ."
From out si de, Binky signals "Call me" as the bus pulls away--

| NT. GREYHOUND BUS -- RURAL FLORI DA -- DAY

Jonny | ooks out at famliar signs of the South: LONG ROAN5 OF
MAI LBOXES; SI GNS SELLI NG "BO LED PEANUTS; " FARMERS ON TRACTORS
WAVI NG HELLO. MJSIC is Motley Crue's "Hone Sweet Hone."

EXT. DOMTOM SOUTHERN BEND, FLORI DA -- DAY

Jonny exits the bus and can't believe his eyes. The town is
now a ness. Shops boarded up. Houses with FORE
The gazebo's paint is faded. The lighthouse is rusted out.

There are DOZENS OF POSTERS attached to phone pol es, shop
wal l's, etc. Jonny reads one: it says "SAVE BEND -- Vol unt eer
for The Annual Sout hern Hi ckory Chad Festival, June 18th."

Jonny sees Ms. Taylor (now 18 years ol der) crossing the
street, carrying only a single APPLE PIE

JONNY
Ms. T?

MRS. TAYLOR
Cool Breeze McKay, as | speak and
breathe. Sorry 'bout your Pa.

JONNY

Thank you, nma'am \What happened?
MRS. TAYLOR

You'll be hearin' about it sooner or

later. M best to you and yours.

She exits past THE WELCOVE SI GN. Soneone has SPRAY- PAI NTED
"X's on the fish's eyes. It reads "Honme of...Al nost Nobody!"
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| NT. SOUTHERN BEND MEMORI AL HOSPI TAL -- | CU -- DAY
Jonny enters. Mack (now 70s) is in a bed, unconscious. [V
drip, heart nonitor, oxygen mask. A NURSE nonitors an EKG
JONNY
| " m back, Pa.
| CU NURSE
He can't hear ya, doll, but I'msure
he' d appreci ate you droppi ng by.
EXT. MACK' S FARM -- DRI VEWAY -- DAY

The farm has al so seen hard tines. Peeling paint. Broken
fences. A rusted-out tractor is surrounded by WEEDS. In
t he back 40, Preacher's Rock is alnost hidden by TALL GRASS.

Jonny wal ks to his old TRAILER. He touches the DENT nmade by
Mack smashing his guitar. He opens the door, preparing for

a face full of 18 year-old air. But it doesn't cone. Inside
it looks great. Floors swept, fresh sheets. Move-in ready.

COLLETTE (O S.)
Heard you m ght be droppin' by.

Jonny turns to see Collette -- md-30s -- even cuter now.
She hol ds TOWAELS, SOAP. She can't hide her nervousness.
JONNY

Collette Sinpson, Hickory Chad Queen
1993. Not sure ny heart's poundi ng
'cuz you snuck up on nme |like that or
'cuz you are so Incredibly stunning.

COLLETTE
18 years, first thing out of your
mouth is just another lie.

JONNY
So, you were just in the nei ghborhood?
COLLETTE

Mack's been renting ne the upstairs
in the big house. Tinmes are tough.

JONNY
| hear that. Look, Collette, I...

COLLETTE
Not now, ok? Maybe later, after we
get good and drunk, maybe never at
all. But definitely not now.

JONNY
No i dea what | was gonna say anyhow -

We hear a BOY SCREAM NG, then the sound of DIRT BIKES. PJ
SI MPSON (about 16) runs past themtoward the barn, chased by
THREE BOYS ON DI RT BI KES. These are The Russett Brothers.
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COLLETTE
That's PJ. M boy. Looks like they
finally figured out where he |ives.

Collette pulls out a cell phone, dials.

JONNY
Your boy? You have a boy?

COLLETTE
Not for much longer if | don't get
Sheriff Alice out here.
(i nto phone)
Alice, them Russett boys foll owed PJ
home this time. Yes ma'am as we
speak. Thank you.

AT THE BARN: PJ tries to open the barn door, but it's | ocked.
The Russetts (Big, Mediumand Small) park their dirt bikes.

COLLETTE ( CONT' D)
| better go grab ny gun--

JONNY
Don't need no gun. Back in a sec.

The Russetts approach PJ, surrounding him Jonny approaches.

JONNY ( CONT' D)
Hel p you boys out with sonethi ng?

Bl G RUSSETT
Ain't your fight, Mster.

JONNY
Don't | ook |like much of a fight, it
bein' three on one and all. How
about | just teamup with ny pal PJ
here and we'll call it even?

Bl G RUSSETT

| told you this ain't got nothin' to
do with you

JONNY
And I"'mtelling you you' re wong.

Big Russett sizes up the situation. He nods to his brothers,
and they all get back onto their dirt bikes.

Bl G RUSSETT
Monday norni ng, Sinpson. Bring what
you owe. You can't hide forever.

JONNY
We'll see you then. Take care now.

The Russetts ride away.
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PJ

That was so cool. W are you?
JONNY

" mJonny. Sone fol ks call ne Breeze.
PJ

Ch ny God. Jonny "Cool Breeze" MKay?
Aka Jonny Phoeni x, the one-hit wonder
who rel eased "I Was Born To Rock and
Rol "™ in 1998? The bad boy rock

star who's been in and out of 29

bands in 18 years? That Jonny MKay?

JONNY

You a nusic reporter or sonething?
PJ

Mom nenti oned you once or tw ce.
JONNY

Did she now. Hope you'll give ne a

chance to set the record straight.
They start wal ki ng back toward Col |l ette and the main house.

JONNY ( CONT' D)
You realize the term"one hit wonder"
is not a conplinment, don't you?

PJ
Did you really pee on Ozzy's Mercedes?

JONNY
No, God no. It was a Porsche. And
the bastard stole my parking spot--

I NT. MACK'S FARM -- MAIN HOUSE -- LIVING ROOM -- DAY

Collette stands at the door with SHERI FF ALI CE (40s), who is
clearly checking out Jonny as he inspects his old hone. PJ
pokes on a laptop, listening to rock nmusic on HEADPHONES.

SHERI FF ALI CE
Ok then, glad y'all got it resolved--
(whi spers to Collette)
Oh ny God, girl, he is so hot--

COLLETTE
Ok Alice, thanks tons. See you soon

Collette struggles with Alice to close the door. She sits
and stuffs ENVELOPES. Jonny finds a CHANNEL 9 AWARD with a
PHOTO of Collette in a HELI COPTER, a M CROPHONE i n her hand.

JONNY
So you' re fampus now. Excuse ne.
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COLLETTE
They give that to anyone fool enough
toride a traffic chopper every day.

PJ
The guys in school say she's hot.
Breeze, you think ny Momis hot?

COLLETTE
Young man, | thought you said you
had an English essay due tonorrow?
PJ

(back to his | aptop)
What ever. Just gauging the situation.

JONNY
Seens |ike a great Kkid.

COLLETTE
When he ain't spending 20 hours a
day with his nose in that |aptop.

JONNY

So he nmust be pretty smart--
COLLETTE

As a whip. | just wish he'd get out

nore, experience life. Meet people.
JONNY

Like the dirt bike triplets out there?
COLLETTE

Thank you again for that.
JONNY

By the way, how old is PJ?
COLLETTE

Rel ax, stud, he's 16. You left 18
years ago. So unless your little

swi mers canped out for a year or

so, |I'd say you're off the hook.

JONNY
Good. Good for everyone concer ned.

I NT. MACK'S FARM -- THE BARN -- NI GHT

Jonny renoves a TARP and reveals: an old DRUM SET, AMPLI FlI ERS
a RED BANNER t hat reads, "The Shine." And his old VESPA..

EXT. DOMNTOM S. BEND -- RANDY' S ROADHOUSE SALOON -- N GHT

Jonny rides the Vespa, parks it in a crowded parking | ot.
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| NT. RANDY' S ROADHOUSE SALOON -- N GHT

A huge one-room club. A SOUTHERN ROCK BAND pl ays onstage to
a decent-sized crowd. Jonny enters. Randy (40s) tends bar.

RANDY

Hey, hey -- the prodigal son returns.
JONNY

Randol ph Si npson. How are ya, son?
RANDY

Maki ng the nost of what | got.
Randy and Jonny share an el aborate handshake.

JONNY
Your place | ooks awesone- -

RANDY
Ain't exactly mne no nore. Bank
was gonna forecl ose, so Darby stepped
in and bought it. Gave nme a job and
a roof over ny head, so |I'm grateful

JONNY
Darby? Qur Darby? First tinme
ever heard of Darby Stanton doing
anyt hing that wasn't 100% sel fi sh

RANDY
He nade the sanme deal with |ots of
fol ks. He's been doing real good.

JONNY
Were is that little prick anyway?

Randy nods to the band as they finish a song. Darby is the
singer! Now 40s, |ong blonde hair, suit, he |ooks half David
ee Roth, half southern businessman. The crowd APPLAUDS.

JONNY ( CONT' D)

Well 1'Il be dipped in shit--
DARBY
Thanks, y'all. Wo-hoo, is it hot

in here or is it me?

(noti ci ng Jonny)
Is that--? Fol ks, we got us a genuine
m nor celebrity here at the Roadhouse.
How about a big hand for Cool Breeze
McKay -- you old-timers m ght know
hi m better as Jonny Phoeni x!

The crowd hoots and hollers. Jonny doffs an invisible hat.
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DARBY ( CONT' D)
Sone of y'all may renenber Jonny and
| had a band together few years back.
Now, | hate to say it, but | think
nmy boy Grover here's a mght better
pi cker than M. Phoeni x ever was.

The crowd reacts to the taunt. GROVER (20s), one of the
band's two guitar players, CATCALLS WTH H' S GU TAR

JONNY
(to Randy)
Yup. Still a prick.
DARBY
In fact, | got ne 5 crisp 100-doll ar

bills right here to back that up
(pul I's out noney)
Wel conme home, son. You feeling | ucky?

The crowd chants, "Jonny, Jonny!"

RANDY
Hey, |ook, man, you don't need to--

JONNY
Nah, | got this.

Jonny wal ks onstage to APPLAUSE. He takes a guitar from
Darby's second guitarist, straps it on, shakes Darby's hand.

JONNY ( CONT' D)
Dar by Stanton tal king trash. Seens
alot like old tines.

DARBY
Good to see you, brother. Still got
them brass balls, | see.

(into the m crophone)
Ok, folks, we got us a regular six-
string shootout. 15 seconds of
freestyl e, applause picks your w nner.
Grover, why don't you get us started.

Grover steps up and proceeds to put on a guitar-picking
clinic. Like Brad Paisley on speed, only with tastier |icks.
He finishes his 15 seconds and the crowd ROARS its appl ause.

DARBY ( CONT' D)
Told y'all he's pretty good. Xk,
Jonny, let's see what you got |eft
in themdecrepit old fingers of yours.

Jonny steps up, ponders, then whispers into Darby's ear.

DARBY ( CONT' D)
Now how s that ?

Jonny whi spers again to Darby, then takes off his belt and
pulls out a BANDANNA. He ties the bandanna over his eyes--
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DARBY ( CONT' D)
Ladi es and Gentlenmen, M. Jonny
Phoeni x has requested that we double
the bet, and that he be blindfol ded
with one armtied behind his back!

The crowd cheers. Jonny puts his right arm behind his back
and Grover uses the belt to lash it to a m crophone stand.

DARBY ( CONT' D)
| have never known this man to back
down froma chall enge and tonight is
no exception. You ready, son?

JONNY
Let's rock and roll.

DARBY
Ladi es and Gentl enen, 15 seconds
with the former Jonny Phoeni x!

The crowd cheers. Jonny waits for silence. He steps on an
EFFECTS PEDAL. He sweeps his left hand and fingers over the
strings and starts to fill the bar with an orchestra of sound--

Arpeggi os, pull offs, hamer-ons -- he nakes it sound |ike
three guitars playing all at once. It's alittle bit country,
alittle bit rock and roll, a little bit Mzart and a little
bit magic. It's nore than 15 seconds, but nobody cares.

When he finishes, Jonny whips off the bandanna, takes a bow.
The crowd ERUPTS in a STANDI NG OVATI ON. Even G over cheers.

Dar by whi ps out his cash. The crowd counts al ong as he stacks

bills into Jonny's hand -- six, seven, eight, nine, ten!
JONNY
Former Jonny Phoeni x, ny ass.
DARBY
Ni ce job, son. Buy you a drink after?
JONNY

Try and stop ne.

DARBY
Ladi es and gentlenmen, give it up one
nore time for M. Jonny Phoeni x!

Jonny exits the stage as Darby's band starts up another song.
Jonny returns to the bar. Randy hands hima beer.

RANDY
Pretty i1npressive stuff.

JONNY
Hell | can do anything for 15 seconds.



Jonny | ooks Randy in the eye,

RANDY
Guessing you didn't have no thousand
dollars in that pocket of yours.

JONNY
Well, | do now

They both |augh and clink their beers together.

| NT. RANDY'S ROADHOUSE SALOON - -
Jonny sits across a desk from RAY RAY SM TH ( 60s),

| awyer .

JONNY (CONT' D)
In all the excitenent | plumforgot.
Ray Ray's office in here sonewhere?
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then takes a swig of his beer.

RAY RAY'S OFFI CE -- N GHT

country

MUTED BAR MJUSI C THUMPS. Jonny reads a DOCUMENT.

JONNY
And "power of attorney" neans what?
RAY RAY
Means you can buy and sell property,
enter into contracts -- all on behalf
of your Daddy and his estate.
JONNY
And why would | ever want to do that?
RAY RAY
| "' m gonna be honest with you, Breeze--
JONNY

Can you do that? As a |lawer | nean?

RAY RAY
The farmis in the shitter, and Mack
ain't nmuch better. Pretty soon sone
choi ces are gonna need to get made.

JONNY
And I'mthe one making these choices--

RAY RAY
Soon as you sign -- yes, sir.

JONNY
Hate to sound ghoulish, Ray Ray, but
is there any noney in all this?

RAY RAY
Farm s got equity. But Mack's way
behind in his paynents to the bank.

JONNY
Let's say | needed noney, for a
personal investnment of sone kind--
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RAY RAY
Trustee can do what he wants, |ong
as it's in the estate's best interest.

JONNY
So | could sell the farmand finance
me a new band, or maybe plunk it al
down on an al bi no al paca col ony- -

RAY RAY
As your attorney, |'d support any
deci sion that nakes financial sense.

JONNY
That was a j oke, Ray Ray.

RAY RAY
And it's a dammed serious deci sion
you' re about to nmake here, Breeze.

Jonny thinks about it, then signs the docunent.

JONNY
Ok t hen. Let's rock and roll.

I NT. BINKY'S LOS ANGELES OFFI CE -- DAY

Bi nky enters, whistling. He stops whistling when he sees
that his office has been TRASHED. Carlo T (now 50s) sits on
a sofa, as his THUGS (BAROLO and CHI MPY) ransack the pl ace.

CARLO T
Yo, Binky. How ya been?

| NT. RANDY' S ROADHOUSE SALOON -- DARBY'S OFFI CE -- DAY

Jonny | ooks inside and sees Darby and MAYOR Rl CHARD STUBEN
(40s) -- they're admiring a MODEL OF A MODERN CI TY on a coast.

JONNY
Di cki e? Thought that was you.

Jonny enters. Darby casually covers the nodel with a sheet--

MAYOR STUBEN
Jonny Mack, | heard you was about.

DARBY
Pretty sure the new Mayor of Southern
Bend don't |ike being called "Dickie."

JONNY
Mayor. My ny. Seens |ike only
yesterday we was lying in wait by
Ellis Creek snaggi ng them poor Hickory
Chad com ng hone for the summer.

MAYOR STUBEN
Lying in wait. Geat training for
politics. Real sorry about your pa.



Jonny lift

JONNY
Yeah, well. My |?

s the sheet, whistles at the nodel:

SHOPPI NG MALL, RIVER PROVENADE. STARBUCKS.

DARBY
pet project up north. Dick
got a few pals up there m ght help
out th some nuch-needed financing

JONNY
| amclearly anong giants of the
comunity. Just wanted to hit you
up for that drink Darb, it can wait

MAYOR STUBEN
| was on ny way out. Anything | ca
do, Breeze, you just |let ne know.

They shake hands. Mayor Stuben exits. Darby
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MARI NA CONDGOS
AMUSEMENT PARKS.

e's

n

pours dri nks.

DARBY
Got it all clear wwth Ray Ray?
JONNY
Ch just about, | guess.
DARBY
| f you need any help figurin' out
the fine print, I'mat your disposal.
JONNY
Sure is nice of you, Darb. But the
truth is, I'mpretty confused.
DARBY
About ?
JONNY

Wiy you're laying out the red carpe
when you' d sooner spit in ny eye.

DARBY
Now why on earth woul d you think--
JONNY
Cut the shit. Wt are you after?
Darby sits, notions for Jonny to sit. Jonny
DARBY
Sout hern Bend is in trouble.
JONNY

| got eyes.

t

st ands.

*
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DARBY
W | ost water access few years back.
Town's about to die. But |I found a
way to save it. Most of it, at |east.

JONNY
This is the part where you nention
onel ets and cracking a few eggs--

DARBY
Tough tinmes do call for tough choices.

s the sheet off the nodel, exposing it.

JONNY
And this here nodel ain't about up
north. 1It's about right here.
DARBY

The excesses of Hol |l ywood have not
dul | ed your keen sense of observation.

JONNY
And | fit in how?

DARBY
Best place for a new water pipeline
is the western border of Mack's farm -

JONNY
Ah. So you want ne to take ny
newf ound power of attorney out for a
spin and sell you ny Dad's property.

DARBY
Ofering top dollar. Mre than it's
worth. Pretty sure there'd be a
finder's fee for you, say 100 grand?

JONNY
Al you had to do was ask.

DARBY
Great. M broker will be in touch

JONNY
Sounds good. But | ain't selling.

DARBY
May | ask why not?

JONNY
You may. 'Cuz it ain't mne to sell.

DARBY
So once again you're gonna let the
old man dictate your choices in |ife--

JONNY
VWhoa. What the--how s that?

30.
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DARBY

You know what your problemis, Breeze?
JONNY

Gosh Darby, there are so nany--
DARBY

You lack vision. You're |like a bull
pl owi ng ahead with sheer brute force.

JONNY
That problem Yeah, | know that one--

DARBY
| f your comat ose Daddy don't come up
with what he owes for the past three
nort gage paynents, roughly $19, 650. 75- -

JONNY
But who's counting--

DARBY
The bank's counting, then it's gonna
foreclose. But if you sell now you'd
get a nice chunk of change. Toget her

we can save this town. 1'd hate to
see you nmake the sane m stake again
JONNY
Agai n, there being so nmany--
Dar by points to a FRAMED PHOTO on a wall. It's a STILL SHOT

of Darby and The Shine at the 1995 Swanp gig on the hay truck--

DARBY
The band, Breeze. W had sonet hing
great, but no, you had to bull head
your way on your own. And you fucked
it up. A lot of folks around here
think you failed 'cuz I wasn't singing--

JONNY
Pl ease, not this conversation again--

DARBY
Yeah, I'msick of talking too. Maybe
now s the tinme to put up or shut up.

JONNY
We about to whip out our dicks, son?

DARBY
Better. Showdown at the Hoedown is
next nonth. Your band versus m ne.

JONNY
| ain't got a band.

DARBY
So get one. You got four weeks.
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JONNY
For a $5000 prize and bragging rights
in atow |I'mabout to put back in
nmy rear view? 1'll pass.

DARBY
W nner also gets to play Bubbapal ooza
in June. That's national exposure,
whi ch sadly you ain't had for a while.
"1l throw in 20 grand, enough for
what Mack owes. Hell, you can even
pi ck the song ny band' s gotta pl ay.

JONNY
| look like I got 20 grand?

DARBY
| don't want your noney. If | wn
you sell nme Mack's farmat 10% above
mar ket. Plus 100 grand for you.

JONNY
And if | wn?

DARBY
You get the cash, the gig, the glory.
And we never have this conversation
agai n.

| NT. RANDY' S ROADHOUSE SALOON -- BAR -- DAY

Jonny dials a phone. It rings, no answer. | NTERCUT W TH. ..

| NT. BINKY'S LOS ANGELES OFFI CE -- DAY

Bi nky' s STEREO pl ays LOUD MJSI C.  Chi npy hol ds Bi nky down in
a chair while Barolo grabs a finger on Binky's right hand.
Carl o asks Binky a question, but he can't hear over the nusic.

Bl NKY
Come again? Sorry? | can't--

Carl o nods to Barol o, who breaks Binky's finger. Binky
screans. PAN TO Binky's cell phone. It HUMS, then stops.

JONNY
Bink, call ne. WMybe | got an idea--

EXT. DOWNTOWN SOUTHERN BEND -- DOC S MEDI CAL CLINI C -- DAY
Jonny passes a SIGN reading, "Dr. Patrick Halladay, OB/ GYN."
INT. DOC S MEDICAL CLINIC -- DOC S OFFI CE -- DAY

Jonny enters. On a phone is DOC (40s, al nost bald, G.ASSES,
DOCTOR S COAT over jeans). Doc holds up one finger to Jonny.
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DOC
Take her out of the boot box, Ms.
Al by. She's a baby, she needs food,
wat er and sunlight. Yes, just like
a house plant. k. You too now.

JONNY
You actually went through with it.

DOC
So did you.

They shake hands, then hug like brothers. Doc's phone RINGS

DOC S NURSE ON SPEAKER PHONE

Your wife's attorney again, line 1.
Confirm ng your nediation next nonth?
DOC

Tell himl died, Janine. Sniper
bullet. Police are investigating.

DOC' S NURSE ON SPEAKER PHONE
Ch ny God, are you okay?

DOC
Janine, just tell himl'mout.
(to Jonny)

| hope to God you still drink beer--

EXT. MACK' S FARM -- BACK FORTY -- PREACHER S ROCK -- DAY

DOC S BMWVM NI VAN i s parked next to the rock. Jonny and Doc

Sit

in lawn chairs atop the rock, sipping Buds froma COCLER

JONNY
| never got a chance to apol ogi ze.
For taking off like I did.

DOC
You did what you had to. W were
all hol ding you back anyway- -

JONNY
Doc- -

DOC
No way | was about to | eave Mari an,
Scallop's famly wasn't gonna | et
himditch the shrinp farm and Ri cky,
he's just Ricky. I'mglad you left.

JONNY
You al ways say the sweetest things.



34.

DOC
If | had chased that dream | woul dn't
have gone to med school, | woul dn't

be hel ping people Iike | amtoday.
| got three full-tinme clinics, opening
two nore over in Gville next year

JONNY
That's...l'"mreally happy for you.
DOC
So how about you?
JONNY

No clinics yet. But | got ny eye on
sonme nice space down in Ccal a--

DOC
You're doing stuff. | still renmenber
the first time | heard you on the
radio. | was like, |I know that guy!
JONNY
That was 1998.
DOC
Still. Very cool. Sonetimes | w sh
| had the balls to do what you did.
JONNY
Li ke they say, it's never too |ate.
DOC

Ha. Yeah. Never too |late for what?
Jonny sits up, |looks Doc right in the eye.

JONNY
How woul d you like to get the band
back together? Kick the tires. See
what's left in the old gas tank.

DOC
Yeah, that's a good one.

JONNY
|"mserious. Don't you think it'd
be fun? dder and wser and all--

DOC
Breeze, I'ma Dad, | got 45 enpl oyees,
| see 100 patients a week. | don't

have tine to take a decent shit |et
al one play rock star at age 43--

JONNY
And all of it's slowy killing you--

DOC
Killing me? Spare nme the nel odrana--
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JONNY
| can see it, Doc. Wen's the |ast
time you did sonething for yoursel f?

DOC
Come to think of it, | did take a
shit on Tuesday that was kinda special --

JONNY
Life is fleeting. One day you wake
up, you got no choices left. Wen's
the last tine you took a chance?

DOC
You think ny clinics are risk-free?
JONNY
Not risk |like you m ght nmake only
300 grand a year, not 500. | nean
really put your skin in the game--
DOC
You' re an asshol e, you know that?
JONNY
| have heard that, yes.
DOC

You conme back after all this tine,
you judge nme and the choices |'ve
made? You're living in Fantasyl and,
brother. Nowif you'll excuse ne,
|"ve got a reality to get back to--

Doc scranbles down the | adder, then falls flat on his back.

DOC ( CONT' D)
I"'mfine. [|'"mgood. Ow

I NT. THE OLD HI CKORY CHAD I NN -- HOTEL LOUNGE -- N GHT

Jonny winces as a Lionel Ritchie tune is mangled by a CHEESY
BAND. GOLD TUXEDCS, DRUM MACHINE. On bass is Scallop (40s).
The set ends to nmercy appl ause. Jonny approaches Scal | op.

JONNY
Ww. That sure was sonet hing.

SCALLCP
Breeze, there you are. Gve ne a
hand with this stuff, would ya?

EXT. THE OLD H CKORY CHAD I NN -- PARKING LOT -- N GHT

Scal | op and Jonny | oad an AMP and BASS GUI TAR into MACK S
NOW RUSTED PI CK- UP. JERRY (the band | eader) exits the hotel

JERRY THE BAND LEADER
Scal l op! W got two nore sets--
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SCALLOP
Oh yeah, Jerry, | quit. Sonething
canme up. Have a good night!

Jonny and Scal | op hop into the pick up.

JONNY

So who told you I was com ng?
SCALLCP

Nobody told ne you was com ng.
JONNY

So you just quit your band w thout
even knowi ng why |'m here?

SCALLCP
|"mguessing it's to get The Shine
back together. | nean, 1'd | ook

like an idiot if you were just
dropping by to say hello.

JONNY
Good old Scallop. So, where's Ricky?

SCALLOP
OCh. You ain't heard?

EXT. SOUTHERN BEND PSYCHI ATRI C CARE CENTER -- DAY

A Sout hern plantation converted into a nental ward. PATIENTS
meander around the grounds. Jonny pulls up in the pick-up.

I NT. S. BEND PSYCHI ATRI C CARE CENTER -- DAY ROOM -- DAY

Jonny enters to find Ricky curled up in a wheelchair, wearing
a MARLINS' JERSEY and CAP, watching BASEBALL on TV. An OLD
NURSE wi pes drool fromhis nmouth. He grins nmaniacally.

OLD PSYCHI ATRI C NURSE
He's doi ng good today. Went pee-pee
all by hinmself, didn't he? Ok baby,
you just buzz if you need anything.

Ri cky grins again. The Nurse exits. Jonny sits down, hard.

JONNY
Oh, man. \Wat happened to you?

Ri cky just drools and smiles as The Marlins score a run.

JONNY ( CONT' D)

Sorry, Rick, but | just can't handle
this right now [I'll cone back later--
Rl CKY
a1l can
JONNY

VWhat's that?
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Rl CKY
Ol can

JONNY
Ol can? What does that nean?

Ri cky junmps up, bear hugs Jonny, no trace of a nental problem-

RI CKY
It means what the fuck's up, bro?!
How you been, ny ni ggah?

JONNY
VWhat the-- you're faking all this?

Rl CKY
Three squares a day, bro. And you
shoul d see this beautiful chick who
W pes ny ass on Wdnesdays- -

JONNY
That' s di sgusting on so many | evels.

Rl CKY
Wheel ne out, bro. Dying for a snoke.

EXT. SOUTHERN BEND PSYCHI ATRI C CARE CENTER -- DAY
Jonny wheels Ricky behind a wall. Ricky |ights up a snoke.

Rl CKY
Let nme guess: Doc said no way, Scallop
said he'd drop everything, but the
evil wife Eva told you to drop dead.

JONNY
Haven't seen Eva yet. | ain't too
shocked, | pissed off a | ot of people.
Rl CKY

Nah. Darby's the only one who hol ds
a grudge. Life noves on, ya know?

JONNY

Ri cky, please. You call this alife?
Rl CKY

Listen bro, | play drunms and | play

third base. And people ain't banging
down ny door asking for neither.

Maybe this |life ain't a hone run,

but it's a solid single up the m ddl e.

JONNY
Take nmy share of the prize noney.

Rl CKY
Then what? This place'd fill ny bed
before I even dust off nmy snare drum
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JONNY
There's room for you in Mack's house--

Rl CKY
Bro, what are you doing? Wy all of
a sudden you got such a hard-on to
get the band back together?

JONNY
Darby's trying to take Mack's farm
Rl CKY
Yeah, so?
JONNY
If I do nothing the bank'll foreclose.
Rl CKY
Yeah, so?
JONNY

| grew up on that farm W knows,
| mght want to nove back one day.

Ri cky | ooks into Jonny's eyes, then flicks away his snoke.

Rl CKY
Gave you a chance, bro, and you lie
to my face. \Wheel ne back inside.
Tuesday is fish sticks and it ain't
cool followi ng a bunch of drooling
retards at the tartar sauce bow --

I NT. BINKY'S LOS ANGELES OFFI CE -- DAY

Bi nky now hangs UPSIDE DOMN, |legs tied to the rafters, hands
tied behind his back. Barolo spins Binky like a tether ball.

CARLO T
Tell nme now, tell ne later. But
you're gonna tell ne where he is.

Bl NKY
The spinning. |Is it really necessary?
CARLO T
Them White Raven fucks cancel ed ny
contract. | do nothing but good for
this kid, this is how he repays ne?
Bl NKY
Look, Carlo, the fire was an acci dent.
CARLO T

You ever seen a dozen koi fishes
boiled to death in their own juices?

Bl NKY
|"msure it was very traumati c--
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CARLO T
Any idea what it costs to replace an
anplifier the size of a condom ni un?

Binky's PHONE RINGS. Carlo nods. Barolo picks up the phone,
holds it up to Binky's head.

Bl NKY
Hel 1 0? JP, how are ya? Just hangi ng
around. Brilliant idea. O course

| can help. Ring you back two shakes.

Barol o checks the phone: "352 555-3426 -- Randy's Roadhouse."

BAROLO

352. Central Florida.
Bl NKY

Now how t he hell would you know t hat ?
BAROLO

Sone kids get bikes for Christmas?
| got the phone book. Every year.

CARLO T
What ' s Phoeni x doing in Florida?

CH MPY
Phoeni x is in Nevada, boss.

CARLO T
Shut up Chi mpy, grown-ups are talking.

Bl NKY
Funny story really. Hope |I can tel
it before ny head bursts |ike a grape.

Carlo nods to Barolo, who cuts the rope. Binky falls to the
floor, lands on his head, drawi ng blood. Hands still tied.

Bl NKY ( CONT' D)
Oh, very mature. Very mature indeed--

Suddenly Binky's eyes roll back and his entire body shudders
as if he's being electrocuted. He drools and thrashes about - -

BAROLO
Holy shit. What's he doing?

CARLO T
Looks |i ke a goddam conniption fit.
Bi nky, stop it. Binky, talk to me.
Carlo T slaps him but Binky just keeps sizzling |ike bacon--

CARLO T (CONT' D)
K, shoot him let's get outta here.

Bi nky' s eyes open wi de. Barolo and Chinpy | ook at each other.
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BAROLO
Ain't never shot a guy having a
conni ption, boss.

CARLO T
So now you can put it on your resune.
Just do it, let's go eat sonething.

Barolo pulls a gun, ains at Binky. Suddenly, Binky sweeps
his legs into Barol o, knocking himto the floor. Binky junps
up, runs, dives and CRASHES t hrough a bay window. Carlo and
hi s thugs | ook through the broken wi ndow as Bi nky runs away.

CH MPY
He should really see a doctor. Wat?

EXT. MACK'S FARM -- ELLIS CREEK -- DUSK

Jonny baits a hook, casts a FISHI NG LINE into a nearly dried
up creek. No fish, but it's nice and peaceful. He doesn't
notice Collette, hanging |aundry, watching him She sm|es.

| NT. THE ROADHOUSE SALOON -- MAIN BAR -- N GHT
Doc, Ricky and Scal lop drink beers. Doc checks his watch.

DOC
Five nore mnutes I'"'mgiving this
nmystery man. Then |I'moutta here--

Bi nky enters (head BANDAGED, FINGER CASTS on his right hand).
He pl ops down a BOTTLE OF JACK DANIEL'S on the table.

Bl NKY
Gentlenmen, 1'mBinky Barrett, and |
must say it's an honor to be anong
such a tal ented group of nusicians.

DOC
If you're gonna try and talk us into
Breeze's crazy idea about getting
t he band back together, forget it.

Bl NKY
Wul dn't dreamof it. But at |east
we can have a drink and toast to the
val ue of true friendship, can't we?
| mean, how could that hurt anyone?

I NT. MACK'S FARM -- JONNY' S TRAI LER -- THE NEXT MORNI NG

Jonny wakes to the sound of distant DRUMS, BASS, PIANO al
warm ng up. He gets out of bed, drags on a pair of jeans--

I NT. MACK'S FARM -- THE BARN -- MORN NG

Jonny enters to see Ricky at a DRUM SET, Scallop with a BASS
pl ugged into an anplifier, and DOC at KEYBOARDS. An ELECTRIC
QU TAR rests in a guitar stand, plugged into a Marshall stack.



41.

The BANNER hangs on a wall, reading "The Shine." PJ hooks
up wires, tests M CROPHONES. Collette films it all with a
VI DEO CAMERA. Binky sips coffee with his non-bandaged hand.

DOC

You're |late.
JONNY

What' s going on here, guys?
RI CKY

Four weeks to the Showdown. That
guitar ain't gonna play itself, bro.

DOC
Let's take that asshol e down once
and for all. Wat do you say?
JONNY

Gve ne a sec, would y"all?
(pul I's Bi nky asi de)
What did you do?

Bl NKY
Oh hi, Binky, nice to see you. Good
flight? | see you had a little
probl emw th your fingers--

JONNY
Bi nky, what did you do?

Bl NKY

| mght have told themthat you have
an incurable fatal disease and that
your dying wish is to reconnect with
your ol d band and save your Dah's
farm by wi nning the Showdown t hi ngie.

JONNY
Christ, Binky--

Bl NKY
Like | said, | mght have. There
was al cohol involved and |I'mon pain
pills, so | mght have said anyt hing--

Jonny grabs Binky by the collar and pushes himinto a corner.

JONNY
So now ny friends think |I'mdying--
Bl NKY
W're all dying, man. | just fudged
with the tine line. Look, you said
get it done, I'mgetting it done.
Rl CKY

Come on bro let's do it. Daddy Said.

Rick starts a beat. Scallop plays a bass |ine.
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Doc adds bl uesy piano chords. [It's an old song of theirs
called "My Daddy Said to Work Wth My Hands" (Track 3).
JONNY

Soon as | get the Chili Peppers gig,
you're telling these guys the truth.

Bl NKY
| serve at your pleasure.

Jonny rel eases Binky. PJ hands Jonny the guitar.

PJ
Let's see what the hype is all about.

Jonny takes the guitar and joins in. He sings the vocals:
JONNY
Daddy broke his back in the m dday
sun, just to keep us alive--
The Shine sound pretty good. Just like old tines..
| NT. RANDY' S ROADHOUSE SALOON -- DARBY'S OFFI CE -- DAY
Jonny enters, drops a CD onto Darby's desk.

JONNY
Your song for Showdown. Good | uck.

Jonny exits. Darby pops the CDinto a conputer. |It's the
thenme to "Sesane Street," the kid' s program Darby smles.

EXT. MACK' S FARM -- BACK FORTY -- PREACHER S ROCK -- DAY

Jonny surveys the view. The Swanp football stadiumis in
the distance. Binky struggles up the |adder and joins him

JONNY
This is where it all started.

Bl NKY
Uh huh. If we want to pull this off
we' re gonna need a real |ead singer.

JONNY
The stadi um we high-jacked in '93.

Bl NKY
Great. Find us a singer

I NT. MACK'S FARM -- PJ'S ROOM -- N GHT

Wal | -to-wall CLASSI C ROCK POSTERS: Zeppelin, Aerosmth, Rush.
PJ sits at a conputer, listening to nusic on HEADPHONES.
Jonny enters, |ooks at the computer and sees that PJ is on:

FACEBOOK: ROCK HAMVER s profile. 23,000+ friends! A pic
shows ROCK (| ong hair, bandanna, sunglasses). |It's a photo-
shopped pic of PJI  ROCK HAMMVER is PJ's virtual alter ego!
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Jonny clears his throat. PJ quickly changes the screen.

PJ
You shoul dn't sneak up on people.

JONNY
| need your help. W need a singer.

PJ
Are you planning to pay this singer?

JONNY
Hi ghly doubt f ul

PJ
Craig's List it is.

I NT. MACK'S FARM -- THE BARN -- DAY

The Shine sits at a long table, a la Arerican lIdol. PJ enters
with VICK NITRO (LONG HAI R, TATTOOS, LEATHER). Geat | ook.
JONNY

Vick Ntro. Says here you' ve been
singing since you were 14.

VI CK THE SI NGER
Just always had this gift, you know?

DOC
Great. Show us what you got. Peegj--

PJ turns on a BOOMBOX: we hear AC/DC, "Back In Black." Vick
sings. He sounds like a dying cat. Jonny kills the mnusic.

JONNY
Ok then. We'll be in touch.
(after Vick exits)
At least it can't get any worse.

MONTAGE: Auditioning "Singers." ALL WORSE THAN VI CK

- An OLD FARMER hol ds a HOG and si ngs " Canptown Races."

- an EFFEM NATE ASI AN MAN with a thick accent sings "Qops, |
Did It Again," by Britney Spears.

- a 14 YEAR-OLD OLD GOTH G RL sings Metallica's "Enter

Sandman."” Her voice is unnaturally |low and evil. She exits:
RI CKY
Christ, bro. | feel all dirty now.
SCALLOP

| think I need a hug.
- A BLACK GANG BANCER intensely raps in their faces.

- A FAT QUY sings a falsetto "I'll Be There" by M chael
Jackson. By the tine he's done, he's on his knees, crying--
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- A CRANDMA with a WALKER si ngs "Achey Breaky Heart."

- A CRAZED H CK WEARI NG ONLY OVERALLS pl ays a WASHBOARD and
sings, "Jimy Cracked Corn."™ Hi's creepy children-of-the-
corn DAUGHTER sits beside himand just stares at The Shine.

THE SHI NE

NEXT! I'!
- TAYLOR | ooks cool. He sings Def Leppard. Geat rock voi ce.

RI CKY
Finally, yo!

JONNY
Thanks for comng in, man. So the
Showdown' s up in Al achua on the 21st--

TAYLOR

Al achua? You said it was |ocal.
DOC

Al achua's just the next county over.
TAYLOR

Then we got us a problem
Taylor rolls up his jeans, reveals a BEEPI NG GPS LEG BRACELET.

TAYLOR ( CONT' D)
Ain't gonna steal no nore tractors
with this on, | guess.

DOC
O play any shows outside the county.

JONNY
There is no God.

EXT. MACK' S FARM -- BACK FORTY -- PREACHER S ROCK -- EVEN NG

Jonny, Binky and The Shine drink beers, heads down, defeated.

Rl CKY
Craig's List sucks, bro.
DOC
Breeze's singing wasn't too bad--
Bl NKY
They're | ooking at Jonny as a guitar
pl ayer, not a singer. | nean, the

audi ence is | ooking at him And
"not bad" isn't going to cut it.

They hear MJUSIC fromthe barn: "Sweet Cherry Pie," by Warrant.
Then they hear soneone SINGNG And it's awesone. A cross
bet ween Bon Scott and Axel Rose. They scranble off the rock--
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I NT. MACK'S FARM -- THE BARN -- MOMENTS LATER

The Shine enter. The singer is PJ! Eyes closed, deep into
it. PJ opens his eyes, sees them stops singing, enbarrassed.

JONNY
Where'd you learn to sing |ike that?

PJ
| was just nessing around. Sorry, |
won't touch your stuff again--
PJ exits in a hurry. Jonny and the others are in disbelief.
EXT. MACK' S FARM -- MAI N HOUSE -- EVEN NG

The Shine approach. Jonny knocks. Collette opens the door.

RI CKY

Looking Il ovely this evening, Collette.
DOC

Yes. |Is that a new hair-do?
COLLETTE

Xk, I"'mofficially frightened.
I NT. MACK'S FARM -- MAIN HOUSE -- LIVING ROOM -- N GHT

Col | ette makes "SAVE BEND' POSTERS and M NI - LI GHTHOUSE KEY
CHAI NS readi ng "Save Bend." The Shine pace, drink beers.

COLLETTE
He's 16 years old. Couldn't you
wait a fewyears to ruin his life?

DOC
Have you heard hi m sing?

CCOLLETTE
| don't care if he's the next Robert
Plant. PJ is not becom ng a nusician.

Rl CKY
Grl, you can't stop sonething like
that if it's bound to happen.

COLLETTE
Yes, Ricky, and it worked out so
well for you. As long as |I'mhis
not her and he's |iving under ny roof--

DOC
It's one show, Collette. [f we wn,
he could hel p save the farm
COLLETTE

Real | y? Save the farnf? Any other
tactics y'all are |leaving out?



JONNY
You said you wanted himto get nore
experience, neet nore people--

COLLETTE

You shoul d not be tal king, rock star.
JONNY

Point taken. This is ne being quiet.
COLLETTE

Now if y'all don't mnd | got tons
to do to get ready for the Festival--

Coll ette ushers themall toward the door. Binky stops.

Bl NKY
Fine, 1'll say it if no one else
will. If you don't let himdo this,
he will never forgive you.

COLLETTE

Excuse ne? Who is this person?

Bl NKY
Sonmeone not afraid to speak the truth,
Collette. Your son has a rare gift,
and a chance to use it to help those
inatinm of need. |If you squelch
that gift for fear that he may follow
his own path and not one you've pre-
determ ned, you will deny PJ the
opportunity to gain confidence through

sel f -expression, and you will condemn
himto a future he hasn't chosen for
hinmself. And for that he will resent
you. Forever and for always.
COLLETTE
Holy shit, this guy is good.
JONNY
He definitely has his nonents.
COLLETTE

(com ng to a deci sion)
X, here's the deal. One show. Wn
or lose, | get 20 hours from each of
you to volunteer with the Festival
And if you win, any prize noney goes
to the legal fund I set up to fight
this stupid redevel opnment plan that's
about to ruin our town.

Bl NKY
That's out - and-out extortion.

COLLETTE
| like to think of it nore as
confident self-expression.

46.
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Bl NKY

15 hours each, half the prize noney.
COLLETTE

Done.
Bl NKY

And done. Gentlenen, we've got
oursel ves a new | ead si nger!

They hoot and holler. But upstairs, a DOOR SLAMS CLOSED
I NT. MACK'S FARM -- PJ'S ROOM -- NI GHT

Jonny enters. Enpty. He sees PJ's SNEAKERS protruding from
a closet. He opens the closet door, finds PJ sitting inside.

PJ
| don't want to be your stupid singer.
JONNY
PJ, you eat, sleep and breathe rock
and roll. How could you not want to
sing for a rock and roll band?
PJ
| just don't, that's how.
JONNY

(sits down next to PJ)
Your manma ever tell you how we snuck
into the Swanp in '95, played for
90, 000 peopl e against their will?

PJ
Yeah, so?
JONNY
What she didn't say was how scared
was. So many people. | was shaking
l'ike an old dog shittin' peach pits.
PJ
No way. You?
JONNY

But once | got out there and heard
that crowd, all that fear went away.
Turns out it was the best thing |

ever did. Made ne the man | am today.

PJ
But | ain't you. | can't do it.

JONNY
Rehearse with us, hang out with us.
Any tinme you want out, say the word.

PJ
For real ?
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JONNY

For real.
PJ

Wy do you want this so bad?
JONNY

My Pa needs help. That's what we do
in the South. Wen the little guy

needs help we rally. 'Cuz we're al

the little guy. [It's in our DNA
PJ

You really think we could w n?
JONNY

| think a small dedicated group can

do anything it sets its mnd to.

But doing the right thing ain't always
t he easy thing.

PJ
Mama sai d you was good with words.

JONNY
She didn't nmean that as no conplinent.

I NT. MACK'S FARM -- MAIN HOUSE -- LIVING ROOM -- LATER
PJ and Jonny conme downstairs. Anticipation fills the air.

PJ
['min.

The Shine all cheer and high-five. Collette eyeballs Jonny.

CCOLLETTE
Your 15 hours start tonorrow, mister.

EXT. MACK' S FARM -- BACK FORTY -- PREACHER S ROCK -- DAY

Collette | ooks off into the distance. Jonny checks his watch.

JONNY

Come on, when's the big surprise?
COLLETTE

You LA people, always in such a hurry.
JONNY

Just like knowi ng what we're waiting
for. So, what are we waiting for?

COLLETTE
Qur ride.

W hear the WHUP WHUP WHUP of the CHANNEL 9 TRAFFI C CHOPPER
as it clears the tree line and lands in the open field.
Collette runs toward the chopper, but Jonny doesn't nove.
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COLLETTE ( CONT' D)

Conme on.
JONNY

Yeah, no thanks.
COLLETTE

Bo's doing ne a big favor, let's go.
JONNY

Well you and Bo have a lovely flight.
"1l be here on the nice safe ground.

COLLETTE

You're kidding ne. You' re chicken?
JONNY

| ain'"t chicken. I'mjust slightly

conservative when it cones to putting
nmy body into death-defying situations.

CCOLLETTE
Got it. You're chicken

JONNY
Call ne nanmes, but ain't no way |'m
getting in that flying death machi ne.

COLLETTE
GQuess it's back to Craig's List then.

I NT. CHANNEL NI NE NEW5S CHOPPER -- DAY

The chopper takes off. Jonny is onboard and not liking it.
BO (60s), the chopper pilot, turns and shakes Jonny's hand.

BO THE CHOPPER PI LOT
Hey, Breeze, wel conme hone.

JONNY
Oh, hey Bo.

BO THE CHOPPER PI LOT
Ain't been out this way since Mack's
last revival. Dam | mss themthings--

JONNY
Coul d we keep our eyes on the road?

The chopper flies over abandoned farnms. Collette points--

COLLETTE
Baxters, gone. Able Smith and his
boys, they shut down |ast April.

JONNY
There's Pete Hamond's, the Tyler
twi ns' place, Bubba Hadl ey. ..
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COLLETTE
Gone, gone and gone.
JONNY
No way. So who's left?
COLLETTE

About half of us. And whoever's
left is in foreclosure, or damm near- -

JONNY
How can t hat be?

COLLETTE
Few years back a conpany call ed
Aneri corp bought the water rights up
north, raised prices '"til folks down
here couldn't afford it. No water
no crops. No crops, no noney. Now
t hat same conpany's buyi ng up anything
it can so it can legally redevel op--

JONNY
There's no other source of water?

COLLETTE
A trickle from Al abama and Loui si ana,
sone rainfall. But ain't near enough.
It's so dry even the Hi ckory Chad
can't make its way hone to spawn.

JONNY
Ah yes, the "sal non of the South."

COLLETTE
Town was built on that fish, but now
it's dying out. And pretty soon al
this wll be condos and tourist traps.

JONNY
St ar bucks and roll er coasters.

COLLETTE
How di d you know t hat ?

JONNY
Oh, alittle prick told ne.

Jonny | ooks out over his home town. The ocean, the farnms.

JONNY ( CONT' D)

Man, | forgot how beautiful it is.
EXT. DOMNTOM SOUTHERN BEND, FLORI DA -- DAY
Jonny and Col lette wal k. She hands out LI GHTHOUSE KEY CHAI NS.
COLLETTE

Hel p save Bend. Save Bend, y'all.
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JONNY
How can you stop this Anmericorp?

COLLETTE
The annual Hi ckory Chad Festival.
W may have to fight the redevel opnent
plan in court. And that costs noney--

JONNY
You think a few bake sal es and a hog
contest will raise that kind of noney?
COLLETTE

| think that a small dedi cated group
can do anything it sets its mnd to.

JONNY
That was a private conversation--

COLLETTE
You should learn to cl ose a door

JONNY
Hmm Never saw you as an activist.

COLLETTE
Peopl e can change. Especially when
sonet hing's inportant enough.

Their eyes neet. Jonny noves in close. Collette pulls away.

JONNY
Got it. Not sure what | was thinking.

EXT. MACK'S FARM -- JONNY'S TRAILER -- NI GHT
Coll ette and Jonny approach. Jonny opens the trailer door.

JONNY
This is ne. Sure | can't wal k you--

Collette shuts himup with a long kiss. They pull apart.

COLLETTE
What are we doi ng?

JONNY
You're being figurative, yes?

CCOLLETTE
This is such a bad idea--

JONNY
Bad i deas are ny bread and butter.

She kisses himagain and they fall inside the trailer.
I NT. MACK'S FARM -- JONNY' S TRAI LER -- EVENI NG

Jonny lies in bed, shirtless. Collette dresses herself.
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COLLETTE
| gotta ask. How d you ever convince
Doc and Ricky to do the Showdown?

JONNY
Binky told them | was dying.
COLLETTE
Shut your nout h.
JONNY
Made 'em promi se not to let on they
know. Brilliant plan, actually.
COLLETTE
Jon McKay, that's downright horrible.
JONNY
Alittle white lie. 1'll tell them
the truth soon enough.
COLLETTE
Wiy are you doing all this, for real?
JONNY

Not buying the prodigal son com ng
home to hel p out dear old Dad routine?

COLLETTE
|"'mdunb. But | ain't stupid.

JONNY
| got a national act |ooking at ne.
If we win Showdown, then make a spl ash
at Bubbapal ooza, who knows?

COLLETTE
Your life is one big scam isn't it?

JONNY
It's only a scamif you get caught.

Coll ette hands himsonething. It's a LI GHTHOUSE KEY CHAI N

She presses a button -- it lights up and reads "Save Bend."

COLLETTE

To help you find your way hone.
JONNY

Ww, that is so...cornball.
COLLETTE

Fine. Forget it then--
JONNY

No, no, I'mstarting to |ike cornball.

He ki sses her and pulls her back to bed--
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I NT. MACK'S FARM -- THE BARN -- DAY

On a LAPTOP, The Shine watch VIDEO of a rehearsal. Doc wears
SCRUBS, Scal | op OVERALLS, Ricky a BASEBALL JERSEY, PJ a SCHOOL
UNI FORM Music is "Take You Al The Way" (Track 4). PJ seens
too shy to add power to the vocals. Al but Jonny | ook stiff.

Rl CKY
We | ook |ike zonbies, bro.

Bl NKY

Zonbi es dressed as The Vil l age Peopl e.
SCALLOP

And that's bad?
Bl NKY

Not if the Showdown judges are al
m ddl e- aged honpsexual s. Look, we've

still got a week until the show If
we can get to Atlanta by tonorrow -
DOC

Atlanta? Wiat's in Atlanta?
EXT. DOC S HOUSE -- DAY

Doc | oads a guitar and keyboards into the m nivan. MARI AN
(his soon-to-be ex-wife) 1s all over himlike white on rice.

MARI AN
Rock school? You can't be serious.
Who' s gonna watch the clinics?

DOC
Not like it's any of your business,
Mari an, but it's covered.

MARI AN
You can't trust him You know t hat.

DOC
At | east Breeze is doing what he
wants with his life--

MARI AN
Pl ease. You gave up "what you want"
when you got married and had babi es.

DOC
Really? Did1?

MARI AN
Really. You did. It's just a stupid
md-life crisis, Pat. Buy a damm
Corvette and be done with it.

DOC
You're the one who filed for divorce.
So you can't tell ne what to do.
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MARI AN
(mocki nQg)
You're the one who filed for divorce,
so you can't tell nme what to do--

~Dac
"' m gonna m ss these chats of ours.

EXT. S. BEND PSYCHH ATRI C CARE CENTER -- PARKING LOT -- DAY
Ri cky carries a SU TCASE, QUENTI N and ot her PATIENTS in tow.

QUENTI N

They' Il give away your bed for sure.
Rl CKY

So be it, bro.
QUENTI N

No nore fish stick Tuesdays.
Rl CKY

It's gonna be rough, | know.
QUENTI N

Have to start w ping your own butt.
Rl CKY

For the greater good sacrifices nust
be made. Adios, m s hernmnos | ocos.

Ri cky hopes into Doc's mnivan, which then drives away.
EXT. SCALLOP' S HOUSE/ SHRI MP FARM LI GHTHOUSE -- DAY

Scallop exits carrying his BASS. He trips over a few CH CKENS
in his yard. Hs wife, EVA (30s, snoking hot), follows him

SCALLOP
He's ny friend, Eva. That's why.

EVA
Friends conme and go, Scall op.

SCALLOP
Not around here they don't.

GARY THE NEI GHBCOR (an angry hick) approaches, pissed off.

GARY THE NEI GHBOR
Hey, man, y'all got ny chickens again.

SCALLOP
Oh hey, Gary. They keep squeezing
through that little fence of yours--

GARY THE NEI GHBOR
Gettin' mghty tired of com ng over
here and coll ecting ny birds.
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SCALLOP
Tell you what. |'mgone for a week,
but 1'1l fix up that fence good and

tight first thing when | get back

GARY THE NEI GHBOR
Don't nmake ne cone back over here.

SCALLCP
Ckay then. Take care now.

Gary exits. Doc's mnivan pulls up. Scallop |loads his stuff.

EVA
You do everything for everybody.
Except for your wife. Your fine ass
wi fe. The one who's got zero babi es.

SCALLCP

Eva, darlin', | said I'll give you a

famly. But first | gotta do this.
EVA

| may not be here when you get back
SCALLOP

Sugar pie, | respect any decision

you nmake. But | am needed el sewhere.

INT. DOC S M N VAN -- DAY

Ri cky stares at Eva through the w ndow as they pull away.

RI CKY
| don't get it, bro. Finest |ookin
woman in five counties at | east.

SCALLOP
Sweet kid. But the road is ny hone.

DOC
It's Atlanta, Scallop. Not the road.

SCALLCP
Yeah, just always wanted to say that.

EXT. DOMWTOM SOUTHERN BEND, FLORI DA -- DAY

Collette staples a "SAVE BEND' FESTI VAL POSTER to a phone
pol e, then another. Jonny and Binky follow, carryi ng POSTERS.

COLLETTE

A week? Unsupervised? You' re insane.
JONNY

Six days. And we'll all be there.
COLLETTE

That doesn't inspire confidence.



56.

Bl NKY
Rock school is six days of intense
exerci ses designed to turn boys into

men. It's just what PJ needs.
COLLETTE

Sounds dangerous. PJ is very fragile--
Bl NKY

Coupled wth I ove, support, nurturing--
COLLETTE

Nice try, R ngo.
Jonny grabs the stapler fromCollette, stopping her.

JONNY
Look, PJ is awesone. But he's broken.

COLLETTE
And you think a week of being drilled
by sonme grizzled old rock and roller
is gonna fix hinf

Bl NKY
Si x days.

JONNY
It mght. Sure as shit can't hurt.

Collette thinks about it. Comes to a deci sion.

COLLETTE
As Mack's Trustee, you're gonna give
us six nonths' free rent at the farm

JONNY
| can do that? | can do that.

COLLETTE
And if you wi n Showdown, all of the
prize noney goes to the | egal fund.

JONNY
Fi ne.

COLLETTE
Finally, soon as you get back y'al
are gonna clear out that back 40 and
hel p build us a good-sized stage.

JONNY
No problem Wait. A stage for what?
COLLETTE

So The Shine can play at the Festival
of course. Pretty sure | could sel
a fewtickets to sonething like that.
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JONNY

Great idea. You got yourself a deal
COLLETTE

They' Il nurture hinf? You prom se?
Bl NKY

Oh yeah. | don't know anyone who's

nmore nurturing than Zeke Powel | - -
EXT. ZEKE POVNELL'S ROCK 'N ROLL FANTASY CAMP -- DAY

The Shine (and other ROCKER RECRU TS) exit a school bus and
approach STAFF in front of a run-down plantation. A crudely
witten sign reads, "Zeke Powell's Rock 'N Roll Fantasy Canp."

Meet ZEKE POWELL -- 50s, long salt and pepper ponytail, beard,
sungl asses, tattoos, earrings, bandanna, chain wallet, biker
boots, EYE PATCH. He's old school rock n' roll personified.

ZEKE
Drop your bags, bitches. Two lines.

The Recruits | ook at each other, cluel ess.

ZEKE ( CONT' D)
Ladies, | said drop your goddam purses
and give me two goddam | i nes!!

The Recruits drop bags, formtwo lines. Zeke inspects them

ZEKE ( CONT' D)
Oh ny God. Never have | seen a nore
sorry |l ooking pile of candy ass shoe
clerks. Lord, why do you hate ne
so? Wiat has Zeke done to deserve
such a m serable group of verm n?

A Smling Recruit |aughs. Zeke gets nose-to-nose with him

ZEKE ( CONT' D)
Sonet hi ng funny, shitw pe? You find
Zeke's utter despair to be hunorous?

SM LI NG RECRUI T
Yes. No. | nmean, are you serious?

ZEKE
Renove this insolent scum

STAFF grab the Smling Recruit, toss himback onto the bus.

ZEKE ( CONT' D)
Anyone el se think Zeke is being funny?
You are babies. Piss-drenched, diaper-
soiling babies. It is ny inpossible
task to nold you into Rock Gods.
(notices PJ)
My God. How old are you, son?
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PJ
'l be seventeen next week.

ZEKE
Am | gonna have to w pe your nose
and call your Monmmy every tinme you
think old Zeke's being nean to you?

PJ
No, sir.

ZEKE
You damm ski ppy. And you can W pe
off that "sir” shit. I'mjust a

grunt nobody like the rest of you.
Until you see nme cranking out platinum
al bunms and selling out Madi son Square

Garden, you will address ne as Zeke
or M. Powell. Do you understand?
PJ
Yes, sir.
ZEKE

That's nore like it. Now get out of
my sight. Big room 15 m nutes.

The Recruits scatter. Jonny and Binky pick up their bags.
JONNY
| don't know about you, but I'm
feeling pretty nurtured al ready--
MJSI C for this sequence is "Take You Al The Way" (Track 4).

I NT. ZEKE'S ROCK 'N ROLL FANTASY CAMP -- THE BI G ROOM -- DAY

G oups of four Recruits each carry another Recruit above
their heads. The Shine carries PJ. Zeke wal ks anongst them

ZEKE
The front man. Qut there suffering
the slings and arrows, the beer and
piss, of a fickle public. Your job?
Support him Be there with the right
chord changes, and an occasional arm
around his neck showi ng you're having
a blast -- even if you'd rather be
back at the hotel banging last night's
groupies. Rock and roll is not only
a contact sport. |It's a team sport.

One group drops their front man -- all five fall to the floor.

ZEKE ( CONT' D)
Congratul ations. The first five
rows just stripped your man naked
and corn-holed himlike a Tiger Beat
pin-up in a Texas prison. N ce job.
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| NT. ZEKE POVNELL'S FANTASY CAMP -- JIM HENDRI X ROOM -- DAY

Ten recruits (including Jonny) wear guitars on straps. Zeke
approaches a RECRU T whose guitar is slung high on his chest.

ZEKE
What are you, a goddam Beach Boy?
Lower that strap, you goddam pussy.

Jonny's guitar hangs perfectly between his knees and hi ps.

ZEKE ( CONT' D)

Ni ce sling, Tex. | know you?
JONNY

| highly doubt it.
ZEKE

Are you some kind of Bad- Ass?
JONNY

Been cal |l ed worse, | guess.
ZEKE

Li sten up, rodents. Copy M. Bad-
Ass over here and get your axes right.

The Recruits lower their straps to a "cool" level. Zeke
| ooks again at Jonny, curious, then nods his approval.

EXT. ZEKE PONELL'S FANTASY CAMP -- THE ROOF -- DAY
Under hot sun, STAFF watch as Ricky and other Drumrer Recruits

(in their underwear) carry Cl NDER BLOCKS. The Recruits drop
bl ocks on a stack, pick up new bl ocks, return. Zeke enters.

ZEKE
How we doi ng, stick lickers?
Rl CKY
This is total bullshit, bro.
ZEKE
Goddamright. The life of a drunmer
is bullshit. [It's hot, physical,
repetitive work with no glory.
Rl CKY
| get it, bro. But why the underwear?
ZEKE

Because drummers are bad people with
huge egos that mnmust be taken down a
few pegs. Don't argue, maggot, it's
a fact. Now grab a block and foll ow
Uncl e Zeke to the nattress of spikes--

Rl CKY
Mattress of spikes? This is total
bul I shit, bro.
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I NT. ZEKE'S ROCK ' N ROLL FANTASY CAMP -- THE BI G ROOM -- DAY

Zeke and the Singer Recruits (including PJ) watch a VI DEO of
DAVI D LEE ROTH doing his classic "Ninja Rock Kick." Zeke
freezes the imge and uses a LASER PO NTER on the screen

ZEKE
Note the full |leg extension. See
the master's total concentration on
the point of intended contact--

Zeke denonstrates by kicking a MELON HANG NG ON A ROPE. The
mel on EXPLODES. The Recruits try kicking their own hangi ng
melons. PJ is struggling with this. Zeke approaches him-

ZEKE ( CONT' D)
The key to being a Rock God is the
eyes. To the ladies they say "You
want nme." To the guys they say "I'm
everything you want to be." And to
anyone who nmesses with you they say
"you picked the wong day to fuck
wth nme, notherfucker.” Try it.

PJ
Don't mess ne up you fucking fucker.

PJ gives a weak kick. H's hanging nelon barely noves.

ZEKE
Lord, help ne. Everyone take five.
Zeke's gotta spend sone al one tine
W th our youngest worthl ess rodent--

EXT. DOWTOM SOUTHERN BEND -- THE ROADHOUSE SALOON -- DAY

A BLACK MERCEDES parks. Carlo T and his two thugs get out.
Darby exits fromthe saloon. Barolo frisks him Al clear.

CARLO T
No di srespect, Stanton, but this
town's a friggin dunp.

DARBY
Real glad you called, Carlo. 'Cuz
t oget her we're gonna change all that.

EXT. ZEKE PONELL'S FANTASY CAMP -- FIRE PIT -- N GHT
The Shine surround a fire pit, drinking booze, snoking Cl GARS

JONNY
Doc. Wsh, regret.

DOC
(slightly drunk)
| ain't playing that stupid gane.



JONNY
Fine, 1'll start. | regret |eaving
y'all back in "95. And | wish this
experience brings us together again.

Rl CKY
| regret being hungover for ny try-
out with the Marlins in "99. | |ove

you bros to death, but | really w sh
| had one nore shot at playing ball.

PJ
| regret being afraid all the tine.
And | wish for just once | could
stand up to them Russett brothers.

SCALLCP
| don't regret nothin'. And rocking
out with you guys, this is ny w sh.

Amen, brother. They all |ook at Doc,

DOC

Fine. | regret marrying a wonman who
fell out of love with ne as soon as
we wal ked down the aisle. | regret
havi ng ki ds who don't know why their
fol ks keep scream ng at each ot her
over custody, and who gets what. |
regret being leg-ironed to dozens of

enpl oyees all looking to nme to help
feed their goddam famlies. But
nmost of all | regret never sl eeping

wi th anyone ot her than my unfaithful
bi t ch- on-wheel s soon-to-be-ex-wfe--
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wai ting- -

This | eaves the group in a bit of a stunned silence.

SCALLOP
You know what ?

| NT. ZEKE POVNELL'S FANTASY CAMP -- JIM HENDRI X ROOM -- DAY

Al cohol is fun

On a BLACKBOARD is scrawl ed "SONGARI TI NG 101." Zeke and al
of the Recruits watch PJ awkwardly struma guitar and sing:

PJ

You can say it again you won't wear

it out,

PJ fi ni shes.

Si | ence.

it"s Rock. M nane is Rock.

Then a smattering of nercy appl ause.

Mortified, PJ runs out of the room Jonny follows him-

| NT. ZEKE POVNELL'S FANTASY CAMP -- REHEARSAL STUDI O -- N GHT

Jonny enters and sees PJ's SNEAKERS poki ng out from behind

an anplifier.

PJ
suck so bad.

Jonny approaches, sits down next to PJ.
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JONNY
| liked it. W could up the tenpo,
maybe add a bridge to mx things up--

PJ
| can't do this. [t's too hard.

JONNY
First time you play a song you wote
this norning, what'd you expect?

PJ
Not just the song. | nean everything.

JONNY
Li sten, you made a commitnent. And
a real man honors his comm tnents.

PJ
Bul I shit. You said | could quit any
time | wanted. So | quit.

JONNY
Do you have any idea why | |et them
change nmy nane to Jonny Phoeni x?

PJ
Here we go, 'cuz you were so afraid--
JONNY
Make fun if you nust. But yes.
PJ
You thought too many groupies m ght
fall in your lap and you' d be crushed?
JONNY

Music is a tough biz. Strangers
judge you. That's the gig. You
pl ay, either they |ike you or not.

PJ
Got it. They hated me. So | quit.

JONNY
But when | becane Jonny Phoeni X,
they weren't judging ne anynore.
They were judging this other person.

PJ
Li ke my Rock Hanmer on Facebook?

JONNY
Exactly. My alter ego freed ne up
to take sone chances. And it taught
me two magical words: Fuck it.

PJ
Fuck it?



| NT. ZEKE
Zeke wheel
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JONNY
Don't like ny song? Fuck it. Don't
like ny playing? Fuck it. Don't
like ny hair, ny clothes, the color
of ny eyes? Fuck it. Let Jonny

Phoeni x worry about that shit. 'Cuz
Jonny McKay i s untouchabl e.
PJ
And it worked?
JONNY
Absol utely. Wat's your nanme?
PJ
My nane?
JONNY
Fuck it. Wsat's your nane?
PJ
My nanme i s Rock.
JONNY

Yeah it is. Let's crush this.

(picks up a guitar)
First thing we do is turn this crappy
song of yours into a goddam nonster- -

PONELL' S ROCK ' N ROLL FANTASY CAMP -- DAY
S out a large object covered with a white sheet.

ZEKE
It's your | ast day, kiddies. You' ve
| earned how to play, how to act and
how to live |ike Rock Gods. Now you
nmust dress |ike Rock Gods. Kojak?

Doc enters wearing a bad-ass LEATHER QUTFIT. H's head is
SHAVED. Sungl asses. He |ooks like a bald Bono from U2.

ZEKE ( CONT' D)
If I can make this schlep | ook |ike
a Rock God, what can | do for you?

He renoves the sheet to reveal a RACK OF Kl LLER ROCK CLOTHES.

The Recr ui
Jonny and

ZEKE ( CONT' D)
Speci al Zeke di scount, 25% off all
red tagged itenms. Rock and roll is
free, man. But the accessories are
gonna cost you. Digin, girls.

ts descend like vultures. Zeke sits down next to
lights a Cl GARETTE as the Recruits try on clothes--

ZEKE ( CONT' D)
So what's your story, Bad-Ass? You
certainly didn't need any of this.
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JONNY
It's a group thing.

ZEKE
That | get. But are you doing them
a favor, or they doing one for you?

JONNY
Little of both, | guess.

In the bg, Scallop tries on a pair of LEATHER PANTS.

SCALLCP
Do these pants nake nmy ass | ook fat?

Rl CKY
No, bro, it's your fat ass that makes
your fat ass | ook fat.

ZEKE
You know a | ot about this business.
But there's still one thing old Zeke
can teach you -- M. Jonny Phoeni x.

JONNY
My secret identity, reveal ed. Bravo.

ZEKE
What ever we think we want, the band
is what we need. Connection, support,
love -- the rest is just w ndow
dressing. However your journey began,
it's now bigger than you. Renenber
this as you roll toward your destiny.

JONNY
Zeke, relax. It's just a rock show

ZEKE
Jonny, it's never just a rock show.

Zeke pulls out a BOX and hands it to Jonny. Jonny opens it,
reveal ing a RED LEATHER OUTFI T with ORANGE FLAMES and a
MATCHI NG COABOY HAT. It's his old Jonny Phoeni x costune!

ZEKE ( CONT' D)
Quy on Ebay said it's fromyour '98

tour. Betcha a dollar it still fits.
JONNY

You're a nystery, ain't you, Zeke?
ZEKE

Hel | yes. Keeps nme young and vital.
Zeke HACKS on snoke. And hacks sone nore. Then can't stop--
EXT. ZEKE POVNELL'S ROCK 'N ROLL FANTASY CAMP -- DAY

The Recruits line up to get on the bus.
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ZEKE
Ok, ny babies. Tine to set you | oose
on the world of rock and roll.

Zeke taps Doc on the shoul der, takes a step back for privacy.

ZEKE ( CONT' D)
So, Bink said you was the man to see
about settling up for the band.

DOC
Not follow ng you--

ZEKE
"Rock and roll is free" is just an
expression. It ain't. | take Visa.

Doc gl ares at Binky, hands over a card, Zeke swipes it.

Bl NKY
Can one put a price tag on nenories?

ZEKE
Ok, children. Make old Zeke proud.
Rock on, ny babies. Rock on

As the bus exits, Zeke and Jonny flash each other devil horns--
EXT. STATE FAIR GROUNDS -- SHOADOMN MAI N STAGE -- DAY

A CROAD wat ches a nedi ocre GOTH BAND. A SI GN reads " SHOADOVW
AT THE HOEDOMWN. " Collette paces, talking on a cell phone.

SHOADOAN ANNOUNCER OVER PA
Gve it up for The Devil's Scrotum
Thanks boys, and don't worry we'|l
clean up that blood for y'all--

COLLETTE
What do you nean he doesn't want to
see ne? |I'mhis nother for Pete's--

| NT. STATE FAI RGROUNDS -- BACKSTAGE -- DAY
Jonny tal ks on a cell phone. The Shine pace, nervous.

JONNY
Pre-show jitters, that's all. Look,
| gotta run. We're up next. Thanks.

Jonny joins The Shine. W hear the CROAD just outside.

JONNY ( CONT' D)
Y all ready for this?

DOC
Hel |, yes.

Rl CKY
Let's do it, bro.
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SCALLCP

Pretty sure | just peed a little.
JONNY

Rock?
PJ

Let's crush it!

Jonny holds out his fist and sings "This Little Light of
Mne." The Shine put in their fists and sing al ong--

EXT. STATE FAI RGROUNDS -- BACKSTAGE -- DAY

SLO MO MONEY SHOT: Doubl e doors swi ng open. Enter THE SHI NE
LEATHER, CHAI NS, SHADES, BANDANNAS, BI G HAI R (except Doc,
who's bald). These are five BAD-ASS ROCKERS, and this is a
BAD- ASS ROCK BAND. MJSIC is Aerosnmith's "Back In The Saddle."

SHOADOWN ANNOUNCER OVER PA
Ladi es and Gentl enen, from Sout hern
Bend, Florida, a big Showdown wel cone
for JONNY PHCEN X AND THE SHI NE! !

They take the stage to polite APPLAUSE. Scallop trips on a
wire, falls on his face. Ricky's ride cynbal crashes to the
ground. The audience |aughs. This could be a disaster..

Scallop gets to his feet. Ricky fixes the cynbal. On Jonny's
count, they play the intro to "My Nane |Is Rock" (Track 5),
PJ's song fromrock school -- now a full-on rocker. There's

a silent pause as the intro ends. It's time for PJ to sing--

But PJ appears petrified. Casually, Jonny drapes an arm
over PJ's shoulder. The crowd senses that sonething is am ss.

JONNY
If I was in your shoes |'d be thinking
one thing and one thing only.

PJ

Fuck it?
JONNY

Fuck it. Wat's your nane?
PJ

Rock.
JONNY

Fuck it, Rock. Let 'em know
PJ

(screans into a m ke)
WHAT' S MY NAME??7?!!

(the crowd cheers)
| SAID, WHAT' S MY NAME???!!

(crowd gets fired up)
My nanme is ROCK!!
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The Shine junps in, plays loud and tight. Catchy and upbeat.
PJ takes control as front man, transform ng before our eyes...

PJ ( CONT' D)
Feel the power boys, | can feel the
whol e world spinning, in the pal m of

nmy hand. . .

By the end of the song the crowmd is on their feet, fists
punpi ng. No doubt, The Shine is now a real live ROCK BAND

| NT. STATE FAI R GROUNDS -- DRESSI NG ROOM -- DAY

The Shine enter, excited, the crowd still APPLAUD NG | oud
and strong. Collette snaps PHOTOCS with a CAMERA- -
PJ
Did you see ne, Mon? | rocked!
COLLETTE
Yes, you did, honey. It was anmazi ng!
Jonny raises his hand to PJ for a high-five, but instead PJ
enbraces Jonny -- and won't let go. PJ breaks down in tears.
PJ
| never coulda done it w thout you.
JONNY
Hey, hey. That was all you, Kkid--
COLLETTE
(joining their hug)
Wiy can't | just hate you |like a

nor mal person?
HANG NG ON A VALL IS A TV MONI TOR SHON NG THE SHOADOANN STAGE:

SHOADOAN ANNOUNCER ON MONI TOR
And now, al so from Sout hern Bend and
poi nts West, please wel cone Dar by
Stanton and his Dream Destroyers--

The Shine watch the nonitor and can't believe what they see:
Darby takes the stage with a band full of FAMOUS ROCK STARS!

DOC

s that Slash from Guns 'n Roses?
PJ

Ch ny God, it's Tormy Lee on druns...
Bl NKY

He's got Dave Grohl on rhythm  How
rich is this Darby character anyway?

EXT. STATE FAIR GROUNDS -- MAIN STAGE -- DAY

The crowd goes nuts. Darby grabs a m crophone--
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DARBY
Wen | was a boy living in a shack
in the swanps of the Evergl ades, we
had us a black and white portable TV--

JONNY
Try m ddl e-cl ass suburban Gainesville
with a big-screen and HBO -

DARBY
--if we held that antenna just right,
we coul d get one channel. And we'd

stare into that one-eyed devil and
catch our favorite show, Sesame
Street. This one's for an old friend--

They break into a really cool rocked out version of "Sesane
Street" (Track 6). The crowd gets into it, singing along.

DARBY ( CONT' D)
Sunny day, sweeping the clouds away- -

| NT. STATE FAI RGROUNDS -- DRESSI NG ROOM - - LATER
The Shine wat ches as Darby's band finishes. The crowd ROARS.

Ri cky snaps off the nonitor. W still hear the crowd outside--
Rl CKY
Rock stars, yo. Unbelievable.
SCALLOP
They were really good.
DOC

Yes, Scallop, rock stars tend to be
really good at playing rock mnusic.

JONNY
So what? W were damn good, too--

A knock on the door. [It's Darby, still breathing hard.

DARBY
Ni ce job guys! Breeze, a quick word?

| NT. STATE FAI RGROUNDS -- BACKSTAGE -- DAY

Jonny and Bi nky approach Darby and his band, who are high-
fiving. Slash eyeballs Binky. Apparently they have a history--

SLASH
Still haven't forgotten about the
thing you did at the place that tine.

Bl NKY
Keep wal ki ng, rock star.

They glare at each other. Slash exits. Jonny |ooks at Binky.
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Bl NKY ( CONT' D)
Long story. Forner life.

JONNY
(to Darby)
You really think that was fair?
DARBY
Let me think. Yeah, | don't renenber
"fair" being part of the bet.
JONNY

W put alot into this. And now
you' re gonna beat us by cheating--

DARBY
You got ne all wong, brother.
want y'all to wn.

JONNY
Not quite follow ng.

DARBY
You're better, ok? You took a bunch
of nobodi es and you bl ew t he roof
off this dunp. You need ne to get
down on ny knees and ki ss your boots?

JONNY
| need you to tell ne what you want.

DARBY
Well, there is this one little thing--
(hands Jonny a DOCUMENT)
Purchase contract for 5 tiny acres
of Mack's back 40. Size of a |anding
strip. Signit, you win Showdown.
Cash, Bubbapal ooza, the whol e deal.

JONNY
W m ght win anyway. You don't know- -

DARBY
Breeze. You think 1'd spend a mllion
bucks on this band and not have
sonething |left over for the judges?

Jonny sees PJ, Collette, The Shine inside the green room
Pacing. Excited. Binky takes the contract, reviews it.

JONNY
The overdue nortgage on the farn?

DARBY
Paragraph 23. All part of the deal.
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JONNY
Doc, Ricky, Scallop -- you keep them
out of your redevel opnent bullshit.
And you don't touch the rest of Mack's
farm PJ and Collette |ive there.

DARBY
Hands of f everyone. M/ sol emn oath.
(of f Jonny's | ook)
And we'll put it in the contract.
Ri ght under paragraph 52, which
think y'all mght be interested in--

Bl NKY
He's financing a mni-tour |eading
up to Bubbapal ooza. Plus a video
shoot in the Blue Ri dge Muntains!

JONNY
Seriously?
DARBY
You' re good, you should get out there.
Bl NKY
So I'mthinking 20 shows, 20 cities--
DARBY
Fi ve shows.
Bl NKY
Fi fteen.
DARBY
Fi ve.
Bl NKY
Ten.
DARBY
Fi ve.
Bl NKY

Five's good. Nice solid round nunber.

EXT. STATE FAIR GROUNDS -- MAIN STAGE -- DAY
A SHONDOWN JUDGE wal ks onstage, grabs a m crophone.

The crowd
huggi ng.

SHOWDOWN  JUDGE
The wi nner of this year's Showdown
at the Hoedown, from Southern Bend,
FLA -- Jonny Phoeni x and The Shi ne!

cheers. The Shine run onstage, high-fiving and
Dar by appl auds, wi nks at Jonny. Slash is pissed.

SLASH
Unbel i evabl e. Fucki ng Sesane Street--
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I NT. DEREK'S OFFI CE -- LOS ANGELES -- DAY

Top floor of Capitol Records. Awesone view of L. A  Derek
wat ches VI DEO of The Shine at the Showdown on a nmssive TV.

DEREK
Your man's definitely got the chops.
And with that young kid out front,
this thing is blow ng up on YouTube- -

| NTERCUT W TH:

Bi nky, on Preacher's Rock, on a cell phone. 1In the bg, The
Shi ne and TOANSPEOPLE buil d a stage and grandst ands, ki osks..
Bl NKY

So how s Sal doing these days?

On Derek's couch is SAL PINTO (30s, tattoos, nose ring,
BALLERI NA COSTUME). He rocks back and forth, fetal position,
humm ng mantras. He swats an inmaginary insect. He's a ness.

DEREK
Really good. W're very optimstic.

Bl NKY
Excellent. Good for him So
obviously we still feel Jonny can
step in and take over at any time--
DEREK

Look, Bink, one semn -decent show in
Hi ckvill e does not a rock star neke.

Bl NKY
W have tour dates, |ove to have you
come check out the goods in person.

DEREK
W're not there yet, 1'll be in touch.

Derek hangs up. Sal RETCHES into a planter. Derek rubs his
tenples, stressed. He pulls sonmething off his lap -- it's a
BEAUTI FUL G RL who's been servicing himunder the desk.

DEREK ( CONT' D)
Later, darling. A lot on ny plate.
Iris! Call the plant guy! Again--
EXT. MACK'S FARM -- BACK FORTY -- PREACHER S ROCK -- NI GHT

Jonny, Binky and The Shine sit on top of the rock. The cow
pasture below is now fully set up for a 500-seat rock show

DOC
Not followi ng. W have Bubbapal ooza,
then the Festival, then we're done--
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JONNY
We just got sponsored for a video
shoot and a 5-city tour. Two weeks
on the road living like rock stars.

Rl CKY
(excited)
Are you serious?
DOC

(pi ssed off)
Are you serious? Sone of us have
responsibilities. W can't just
start acting |like teenagers again.

SCALLCP
| can.
Rl CKY
| never stopped, bro.
Bl NKY
Sonme responsi bilities outweigh the
mat erial and financial. No pressure,

Doc, but it would nmean an awful | ot
if you'd step up and be a team pl ayer.

DOC
By which you nean capitulate entirely.

Bl NKY
Tomat o, To- mah-to.

DOC
Did you guys forget about Mama Bear?

EXT. MACK' S FARM -- MAIN HOUSE -- NI GHT
The Shine approach. Jonny knocks. Collette opens the door.

SCALLOP
Your skin | ooks |ovely tonight.

COLLETTE
"' mgonna need a drink, ain't 17?

I NT. MACK'S FARM -- MAIN HOUSE -- N GHT
Coll ette and The Shine sip noonshine out of jamjars.

COLLETTE
It's the mddle of the school year.
He's got chores, honework. And oh,
by the way, he just turned 17!

PJ
You toured with Breeze at 17.
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COLLETTE

That was different. | was, things

were, we didn't -- that was different.
Bl NKY

Hard to refute such cold hard | ogic.
COLLETTE

The Festival is two weeks from now- -

Bl NKY
Perfect, so now you can focus w t hout
having to worry about your boy.

COLLETTE

Go away, you strange little man.
JONNY

W'll do interviews on the road, we

won't stop tal ki ng about the Festival --

Bl NKY
Bubbapal ooza neans tons of exposure,
whi ch neans asses in Festival seats--

PJ
"' m maki ng a website and everyt hing
so we can sell tickets online. [|'m
calling our show "Bend-Aid," get it?
COLLETTE

Sorry, honey, but enough is enough.
| know you're gonna hate me, but
it's not gonna happen.

PJ
Sorry, Mom but it is gonna happen.

From a knapsack, PJ pulls out a DOCUMENT, hands it to her.

COLLETTE

Your birth certificate?
SCALLCP

We all know you was born, PJ. Duh.
PJ

That's a fake.

(shows anot her DOCUMENT)
My real birth certificate. Says |
was actually born one year earlier.
l"'m 18, so | can do whatever | want.

Jonny | ooks at the birth certificate, then glares at Collette.

JONNY
The kid's 18. It's legit.



Bl NKY
Excel l ent news. W should all be--
(noticing the tension)
--leaving and taking serious cover.

Scal l op, Doc, Ricky and Binky exit. Silence.

JONNY

You lied to ne.
PJ

She lied to ne for ny whole life.
JONNY

You thought 1'd never find out?
PJ

You thought 1'd never find out?
COLLETTE

Last thing you needed, Jon.

PJ
Uh, hello? What about what | needed?

JONNY
Ah, so you nade that choice for me--

COLLETTE
made it for him You said yourself,
'S

I
i "good for everyone concerned.”

t

PJ
Wait, |I'mthe one who should be mad
here. Wat are we tal king about?
JONNY

Wy don't you ask your mama.
Jonny exits and sl ans the door behind him
| NT. MACK'S FARM -- THE BARN -- NI GHT

Jonny packs up his gear. PJ enters, sits on a bale of

PJ
Weird, huh? But I'mglad. | guess.
JONNY
Yeah, well I'mstill kinda sortin
out ny feelings on the subject.
PJ

| spent all these years thinking ny
Dad was just sone horse's ass--

JONNY
And now you finally got proof.
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PJ
If my Dad's gotta be a horse's ass,
|"mglad you're the horse's ass.

JONNY
Ain't that the sweetest thing a boy's
ever said to his brand new Daddy- -

PJ
"1l make you a deal. | prom se not
to make this awkward for you--
JONNY
Yeah? As long as | do what?
PJ

You let ne stay in the band.

They shake hands, hug awkwardly, then pull apart.

PJ ( CONT' D)
We'll figure that out eventually.
JONNY

The dreaded father-son hug protocol.
| NT. PJ'S BEDROOM -- NI GHT
On a conputer, PJ finishes creating a website announcing the
upcom ng tour, and the "Bend-Ai d" Festival, predoni nantl
advertising the appearance of "JONNY PHOENI X AND THE SH NE. "
He posts a link on his "Rock Hammer" Facebook page. The
"Visitors" counter goes to 1, 2, up to 10, still counting..

MONTAGE:

In a COWUTER LAB, HI GH SCHOCL STUDENTS surround a conputer,
rocking out to a VIDEO of The Shine playing at The Showdown- -

TEENAGE G RLS at a SLUMBER PARTY dance around, pillow
fighting, singing along to "My Nane |Is Rock"--

FOUR BUBBAS in a PICK-UP TRUCK, |oaded up for a hunting trip,
drink beers and play air guitar to "My Nane |s Rock"--

ON A TOUR BUS, WH TE RAVEN bang their heads to "My Nanme I|s
Rock." Except Zeus, who watches cartoons, pretending to
ignore the nmusic. But then he starts to bop his head, too--

EXT. RANDY' S ROADHOUSE SALOON -- PARKING LOT -- DAY

The Shine and TOMSFCOLK watch as a beautiful TOUR BUS enters.
It reads "Jonny Phoeni x and The Shine -- SAVE BEND TOUR. "
Everyone clinbs aboard. Eva approaches, startling Jonny.

JONNY
Eva, | didn't see you hovering there.
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EVA
This is a good thing, Jon. The town
needs the help. But know this 'cuz
you won't hear it fromhim You
broke Scallop's heart when you left.

JONNY

Eva- -
EVA

And | won't have you do it again.
JONNY

Eva, we're good. You have ny word.

Jonny gets on the bus. The townsfol k get off. The Shine
wave to the crowd. APPLAUSE as the bus pulls away. PAN TO

Behi nd the crowd, Darby hands Mayor Stuben a TH CK ENVELOPE

MAYOR STUBEN

This isn't what | think it is.
DARBY

My city council petition, of course.
MAYOR STUBEN

We been over this, Darby. You ain't
got standi ng wi thout Mack's property--

DARBY
Taken care of. Now be a good little
Mayor and get that filed. And I|'l
need a hearing date soon as you can.

MAYOR STUBEN
Two weeks. Best | can do.

DARBY
No, Dicky. | nean |like two days.

MAYOR STUBEN
Clemand Tyler are fishing up in
Alaska. Can't vote with no quorum

DARBY
Shit. Just set a date, goddammt.

Mayor Stuben exits. Carlo and his thugs approach.

DARBY ( CONT' D)
You'l | make sure there's enough
interest in these idiots to keep
t hem occupi ed for a coupla weeks?

CARLO T
|"ma pronmoter. |'ll pronote.
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EXT. BLUE RI DGE MOUNTAINS -- SCEN C OVERLOXX -- DAY

The tour bus pulls in. The Shine get out and see that their
| NSTRUVENTS are set up on a MOUNTAIN TOP. They are net by a
full VI DEO PRODUCTI ON CREW The DI RECTOR i s pissed off.

VI DEO DI RECTOR
Peopl e, you're 56 mnutes | ate.
Ma, get theminto nmake-up. W rol
in one hour. This light 1s fantastic!

We hear the opening chords of "Tine To Shine" (Track 7) as
The Shine get sucked into this strange new world. MAKE- UP
ARTI STS snmear BLACK GREASE onto their faces. WARDROBE ARTI STS
dress themin M NER S COSTUMES, conplete with LI GHTED HELMETS- -

DI SSOLVE | NTO A FI NI SHED ROCK VI DEO. W see The Shi ne:

Descending into a mne shaft on an ELEVATOR WORKING in a
COAL M NE. They uncover GUI TARS and DRUMS buried in the
mne's walls. They set up their instrunments and rock out
under ground, their HEAD LAMPS SHI NI NG i n the darkness..

Suddenly, the mne walls start to shake and crunble. The
Shine run for their lives. The walls collapse and ALL GOES
DARK. Then one by one, their HELMETS LI GHT UP. SHI NI NG t he
way to an OPENI NG They break through into the SH NI NG SUN. ..

HELI COPTER SHOTS OF THE SHI NE PLAYI NG ON A MOUNTAIN TOP, AT
A ROCK QUARRY, ON SAND DUNES, AT THE BEACH, ON A HI GH CLI FF- -

| NT. MI'V PRODUCTI ON OFFI CE -- DOMNTOMNN MANHATTAN -- DAY

Carlo sits across a desk froman MIV EXECUTI VE. Barol o and
Chi npy guard the door. The Shine's VIDEO plays on a conputer

MIV EXECUTI VE
It's not bad. But | can't air it.
|"ve never heard of these guys before.

Carl o nods to Barolo, who puts a KNIFE to the Exec's ear.

CARLO T
How you feel about hearing things in
general ?

INT. THE SH NE' S TOUR BUS -- DAY
The Shine watch TV: AN MIV VJ next to an | MAGE of The Shi ne.

MIV VJ
Qui ck, how do you bring down the
medi an age of a rock band? Add a
cute 18 year-old front man. Grls,
his nanme is Rock, the band is The
Shine, and this is their first video--

The Shine's video conmes on. The Shine hoot and holler, high
five, hug each other. Jonny and Binky | ook baffl ed.
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EXT. LIVEWRE MJSI C HALL, SAVANNAH, CEORG A -- N GHT

The tour bus pulls up and parks. There is a MASSI VE LI NE of
FANS OF ALL AGES wrappi ng around the bl ock.

SCALLOP
Gosh, what's going on here tonight?

RI CKY
We are, nunbnuts. Let's go say hello.

Bl NKY
| don't think that's a very good--

Ri cky and PJ exit the bus and approach the fans.

Rl CKY
Hey, how y'all doing tonight?

The fans recogni ze them then i mediately freak out--

FAN # 1
Ch ny God, it's them

More fans notice, then slowy start to converge--

FAN # 2
| love you, Rock. | want your babies--
FAN # 3
Ri cky! Ricky! Aahhhhhhhhhhhh!'t111i1
Bl NKY
(still on the bus)

And there it is.

Ri cky and PJ haul ass as the fans give chase. They run past
Scallop -- he sees the fans and runs, scream ng the | oudest.

They turn down an alley and see: MORE FANS runni ng toward
them They're cornered. Suddenly, a TAXI pulls up, squeals
to a halt. Binky's in the front seat, Jonny and Doc in back.

Bl NKY ( CONT' D)
Ch, hey guys. Need a |ift?

They pile into the taxi, which squeals away just as the fans
swarm tearing at their clothing. They barely escape--

I NT. TAXI -- N GHT

Scared silence. Until they realize they're safe. Doc |aughs.
Then they all laugh. Ricky sees PANTIES in Scallop's hand.

RI CKY
What is that, bro? Are those panties?

SCALLOP
They're still warm
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DOC

Probably ok to get rid of those now.
SCALLOP

She's a fan. She gave themto ne.
DOC

Along with a mllion groupie bacteria--
JONNY

There we go. Panties out the w ndow.
More where that canme from big man.

Jonny hel ps Scallop drop the panties out the w ndow.

SCALLOP
Probably woul dn't have fit anyway.

Bi nky sees a Bl ack Mercedes heading toward the club, driven
by Barolo. H's face shows concern. Jonny noti ces.

JONNY
Hey, man, everything ok?

Bl NKY
No, |I'm good. Just thinking we may
need to hire some extra security.

RI CKY
Extra security. Fuckin' A bro!

I NT. LIVEWRE MJSI C HALL -- SAVANNAH, CECRG A -- N GHT

The Shine plays "That's How W Rol|l" (Track 8) to a packed
crowd, who love it. Sane MJSIC over the foll ow ng MONTAGE- -

I NT. THE MJSI C FARM -- CHARLESTON, SOUTH CARCLI NA -- NI GHT

An even bigger venue, with an even bigger crowd--
| NT. PALMETTO STUDI OS NI GHTCLUB, MYRTLE BEACH, SC -- NI GHT

Yet an even bigger show. The FANS wear "JP & The Shine" T-
shirts, and sing along with every word.

INT. ZIGGY' S BAR -- W NSTON- SALEM NORTH CARCLI NA -- NI GHT

The biggest crowd yet. The Shine are having the tine of
their lives. Especially PJ and Jonny. The MJSI C FADES. .

INT. THE SHINE'S TOUR BUS -- DOC' S CUBI CLE -- N GHT

Doc reads a book, "Do | Have To Gve Up Me to Be Loved By
You?" Jonny pulls aside a curtain, pokes his head inside.

JONNY
Knock knock.

DOC
OCh hey, man. Wat's up?
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JONNY
Sonmeone out here wants to show their
appreciation for a great gig tonight.

DOC
It's kinda |late, Breeze. | was just
going down. Send 'emto Facebook- -

Jonny pushes aside the curtain and reveals G NCER, a
stunningly beautiful 25 year-old wearing mni skirt and punps.

JONNY
This is G nger. She really wanted
to show her appreciation in person.

G NCGER
Goi ng down sounds |ike fun. You
want my heels on or off?

DOC _ _
I, um well, you see it's |ike--

G NGER
(clinmbing into bed)
| Iike on. Now scootch over, silly.

DCC
You smell...pretty.

JONNY
It's a band-aid, | know. But one
hel | of a band-aid. Enj oy, am go.

G nger giggles. Jonny closes the curtain and snil es.
| NT. KCOW RADI O STATI ON -- DAY
A DJ interviews The Shine -- they all wear HEADPHONES.

KCOW DJ
| wouldn't call it "meteoric" just
yet, but it's safe to say Jonny
Phoeni x and The Shine are getting
noti ced outside of Central Florida.

JONNY
The fans have been great. In fact,
Scal lop's got a pretty inpressive
col l ection of wonen's underwear - -

SCALLCP
That ain't true. Eva, honey, it was
a one tinme thing and I used hand
sanitizer like a thousand tinmes--

KCOW DJ
Hilarious. Wat's next for the band?
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JONNY
Toni ght we play The Joint, which is
sold out, but you can catch us this
Tuesday at Bubbapal ooza in Atl ant a- -

PJ
And June 18th at the Bend-Aid Festival
in Southern Bend. W' re raising
nmoney to fight sonme jerk devel oper
trying to kill our town. Get your
tickets at Meet The Shine dot com -

KCOW DJ

Cool. So you guys have a cause?
JONNY

We cone froma great little town.

Just trying to keep it that way.
KCOW DJ

You used to say rock and roll could

change the world. Still believe it?
JONNY

Come out on the 18th and we'll see--
KCOW DJ

We're tal king wth Jonny Phoeni x and
The Shine. Here's an oldie but a
goodi e, Jonny Phoenix from 1998 with
"I WAas Born To Rock and Roll."

The DJ spins "I Was Born To Rock and Roll" (Track 2).
| NT. THE JO NT -- RALEI G4+ DURHAM N.C. -- BACKSTAGE -- N GHT

The Shine prepares for sound check. A BOUNCER enters.
BOUNCER
That little pain in the ass English
dude. He belong to you guys?
I NT. THE JO NT -- GREEN ROOM -- NI GHT

Jonny enters and dodges a flying bow of M&\s as it smashes

into a wall. Binky kicks, smashes everything. He's a madman--
JONNY
Hey, hey. What's going on?
Bl NKY
Oh nothing. Life is just hunky-dory.
JONNY

Talk to ne.

Bl NKY
| just got off the phone w th Derek.
Sal is resting in a Manhattan hot el
room Four days, no girls, no drugs.



Bi nky rai ses a CHAMPAGNE BOTTLE over head.

They sit.

JONNY
Good for him

Bl NKY
Good for hinf? |'mbusting ny hunp
trying to get you his slot and you
say good for hinf

JONNY
The guy's getting his life together--

Bl NKY

Not nmy guy. You're nmy guy. And ny
job is to make this happen for you--

JONNY
Enough. Sit. Listen, Bink--

Bi nky stands i medi ately, pacing.

Bl NKY
| know what you're gonna say and
it's a mstake. You're having fun
wi th your buddi es and your boy, |
get it, | really do. But we've cone
too far. It's right there.

JONNY

|"mfeeling something, Bink. The
crowds feel it, too. You don't think
we could nmake a run with The Shi ne?

Bl NKY
Absol utely. W have a bald OB- GYN,
a rhythm section conprised of two
retarded farm boys and a front nman
who's still going through puberty.
Wenbl ey here we conme. W could be
the first hair band w thout the
nui sance of having any actual hair--

_ JONNY
"' m noting sonme sarcasm

Bl NKY
And I'm noting sone stupidity. Four
Men and a Little Boy m ght be the
YouTube and MIV fl avor of the week,
but it's bush | eague conpared to--

JONNY
Look, just leave the Chili Peppers
thing alone for a little while.

Bl NKY
Jonny, if | do nothing--

82.

Jonny stops him
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JONNY
Let's finish out the tour, we'll go
back hone and play Bend-Aid, then
we'll see where things stand. k?

Bi nky | ooks at the chanpagne bottle. Hands it over to Jonny.

Bl NKY
Fine. | smashed nmy phone anyhow- -

EXT. CRAYFI SH BASEBALL STADI UM -- RALElI G+ DURHAM -- NI GHT

The Shine roll out of the tour bus. A MARQUEE reads "The
Ral ei gh- Dur ham Crayfish vs. The Charlotte Jaybirds."

DOC
Atlanta is 300 mles away, Breeze--

JONNY
Rel ax. Ricky loves the baseball.
And we always got tinme for Ricky.

Rl CKY
That's so cool, bro.

JONNY
Besi des, we're here on business.

| NT. CRAYFI SH M NOR LEAGUE BASEBALL STADI UM -- NI GHT
The Shine sing The Star-Spangl ed Banner a cappella into M KES.

PJ screans the final high note. The crowd cheers. They
wal k toward the dugout. Jonny stops Ricky--

JONNY
Whoa, where are you goi ng?
Rl CKY
Uh, back to the seats, bro.
JONNY
You can't snag any ground balls from
up there, | can tell you that nuch.

Jonny steps aside as the CRAYFI SH TEAM MANAGER appr oaches.
He hands Ri cky a BASEBALL UNI FORM and a BASEBALL G.OVE.

CRAYFI SH MANAGER
We hear you can play sone ball, young
man. M nd doing us a favor and shore
up the hot corner for a few innings?

Rl CKY
Are you shittin' me, bro?

CRAYFI SH MANAGER
My granddaughters just | ove you guys.
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EXT. CRAYFI SH M NOR LEAGUE BASEBALL STADI UM -- MOMENTS LATER
The Shine cheer as R cky and the hone teamtake the field.
CRAYFI SH ANNOUNCER
And making his first appearance as a
Crayfish, M. Ricky Cal houn!

d oved and uniforned, Ricky takes 3rd base. He waves to the
crowd, excited. He sees the opposing teams TH RD BASE COACH

Rl CKY
Holy shit, bro. | can't believe
this is really happening.

OPPCSI NG THI RD BASE COACH
You'd best start, 'cuz this guy's a
dead pull hitter. Com ng your way.

A Batter takes the plate. Pitcher throws. CRACK! Snoking
grounder to third. Ricky dives, snhags it, junps to his feet,
fires to first. Qut! Crowd goes nuts. Ricky tips his cap.

Rl CKY
Thanks for the heads up, bro.

OPPCSI NG THI RD BASE COACH
Try not to get yourself killed, son.
| nsurance i s high enough as is.

LATER I N THE GAME:

Ri cky stands at the plate, a bat on his shoulder. A CRAYFI SH
THI RD BASE COACH gives hima series of intricate signals.

Rl CKY
VWhat the fuck, bro?

CRAYFI SH THI RD BASE CQACH
Swi ng away, man. Swi ng away.

The Pitcher throws. Ricky swings. CRACKI Line drive, right
field. Ricky rounds first, punping for second. Here cones
the throw fromright, R cky slides into second base. SAFE!

Ri cky gets up, dusts hinself off. Fans go nuts! He gives a
t hunbs up to Jonny (in the stands) and Jonny does the sane.

EXT. CRAYFI SH BASEBALL STADI UM -- PARKI NG LOT -- N GHT
At the bus, Jonny and The Shine sign AUTOGRAPHS for FANS.
JONNY
Bi nky hel ped set this whole thing
up. Wiy woul dn't he be here?
EXT. THE PLAZA HOTEL, NEW YORK CITY -- N GHT

A HORSE- DRAWN CARRI ACGE strolls past a CONCI ERGE | N A TUXEDO.
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I NT. THE PLAZA HOTEL, NEWYCORK CITY -- SAL'S SU TE -- N GHT

Sal Pinto wears pajamas and eye shades, listening to a self-
hel p guru on an |1 Pad. |Incense burns. SOOTH NG MJSI C pl ays.

SELF- HELP GURU ON | PAD
Lack of all stimuli gives a recovering
addi ct the space necessary to devel op
resistance to artificial stinmulation--

A KNOCK at the door. Sal answers. |It's Binky and THREE
YOUNG HOOKERS, each hol di ng SEVERAL BOTTLES OF DOM PERI GNON

Bl NKY
Oh no. | don't suppose Slash is
about, is he brother?
SAL
Nah, man. You got the wong room
Bl NKY

Christ, we've tried every room on
this floor. Rock stars, go figure.
And here | amstuck with a case of
Dom three beautiful girls and an
ounce of sweet, fluffy Peruvian fl ake.

Bi nky pulls out a BAGGY full of WH TE POADER. Sal salivates.

Bl NKY ( CONT' D)
Be a shanme to see it all go to waste.

Ch well, you have a good one, nate--
SAL

You guys could cone in and use the

phone. To find your friend, | nean--
Bl NKY

My man, | like the way you think.

EXT. MACK' S BACK FORTY -- GRANDSTANDS -- NI GHT

TOWNSPECPLE arrange HUNDREDS MORE CHAIRS. Now there are
about 1000. Collette supervises, and talks on a cell phone--

COLLETTE
W had to add nore seats. Can you
bel i eve 800 peopl e have paid 50
dol l ars each to conme see you guys?

| NTERCUT W TH JONNY -- ON THE SHI NE'S TOUR BUS

JONNY
Wel |l yeah, | kinda do believe it.

COLLETTE
Thank you, Breeze. You really got
the word out. Thank you so nuch.
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JONNY
Hey, have | ever let you down? Don't
answer that. See you in a few days.

PAN TO A HUMVER  Darby watches the pasture using Bl NOCULARS
A SHI NE SONG cones on the radio. He angrily snaps it off.

I NT. THE PLAZA -- HALLWAY QUTSI DE SAL'S ROOM -- N GHT

Bi nky exits wi th Hooker LATISHA. ROCK MJSI C THUMPS from
inside the room And a STROBE LI GHT too. He hands her CASH

Bl NKY
And if it turns out he's in no shape
for his concert tonorrow night there's
an extra grand in it for you.

HOOKER LATI SHA
Honey, Latisha could take hi m out
for a nonth if you need it.

Bl NKY
Up to you. You are the professional.

Latisha enters, cracks a whip, closes the door. Binky sighs.

Bl NKY ( CONT' D)
| just love rock and roll.

EXT. THE PLAZA HOTEL -- MAI N ENTRANCE -- THE NEXT DAY

PCLI CE and EMERGENCY VEHI CLES everywhere. Snoke pours from
an upstairs window. FIREMEN exit, pulling a ZEBRA on a LEASH.

Sal is on a gurney by an AMBULANCE, wearing a STRAI GHT JACKET
and an OXYGEN MASK, giggling maniacally. He sees the zebra.

SAL
Ch no, M. Stripey, they got you
too! Be strong, ny friend. Be strong--

Derek | eans on his nearby LIMOUSINE, talking on a cell phone.

DEREK
No Iris, | wouldn't call it a problem
I"d call it a fucking disaster. GCet
me all the nunmbers on our short list--

| NT. ATLANTA HI LTON -- PENTHOUSE SUI TE -- DAY
Jonny eats ROOM SERVI CE. MV plays on a TELEVI SI O\.

MI'V REPORTER
Adis the new young at least in the
worl d of rock. Florida-based rockers
The Shine, led by 90s guitar virtuoso
Jonny Phoeni x and a brand new front
man, open the festivities at tonight's
Bubbapal ooza in Atlanta, Ceorgia--
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The front door opens. Binky enters.

JONNY
Wel cone back stranger, where ya been?

Bl NKY
Oh, you know. Qut and about.

The TV image switches to the scene with Sal at The Pl aza.

MIV REPORTER
In other news, Red Hot Chili Peppers
were forced to cancel shows this
week at New York's Madi son Square
Garden citing exhaustion on the part
of guitar player du jour, Sal Pinto--

JONNY
| told you to | eave it al one.
Bl NKY
No i dea what you're tal king about.
JONNY
|"'msure you don't. A zebra?
Bl NKY
Ww. | did not see that com ng.

| NT. RANDY' S ROADHOUSE SALOON -- DARBY'S OFFICE -- N GHT
Darby's on a PHONE. |INTERCUT with Carlo T in a PHONE BOOTH.

DARBY
| said keep themout of ny hair for
two weeks, not turn theminto sone
goddam over ni ght sensati on.

CARLO T
And this is ny fault how?
DARBY
MIV, Carlo? Really?
CARLO T
A long shot that paid off. Sue ne.
DARBY
Just keep himaway until Thursday.
Add a show, whatever. | can't have
hi m poppi ng up at ny council neeting--
CARLO T
| f he gets the gig with the Peppers,
he'll be gone |onger than that.
DARBY

| f he gets the what with the who?
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CARLO T
This is news? Quys's been standing
on his head trying to inpress that
prick what manages the Chili Peppers--

DARBY
Really. Got a nunmber for this prick?

EXT. THE PLAZA HOTEL -- MAI N ENTRANCE -- DAY
Derek watches as Sal's AMBULANCE pulls away. Hi s phone rings.
DEREK
What? | don't know any goddam Dar by
Stantons. You got 30 seconds, go.
| NT. ATLANTA HI LTON -- THE PENTHOUSE SUl TE -- DAY

Jonny practices scales. Binky's phone rings, he answers.

Bl NKY
Derek, ny man. Yes, we heard, what
a shane. Tonight? | think we can
arrange that. Until then. B-bye.
JONNY

| told you to |l eave it al one.

Bl NKY
Agai n, no idea what you're talking
about. And you're wel cone.

Doc enters froma steany bathroom He sees Jonny, pensive.

DOC

Everyt hi ng ok?
JONNY

Oh yeah, great. Feeling good.
DOC

They say it's a big crowd tonight.
Bl NKY

Bi ggest i n Bubbapal ooza history.
JONNY

Yeah, it's hard to believe.
DOC

Hey man, why don't you grab sone
shut-eye? You look a little beat.

JONNY
Hey Doc? This has been really fun.

DOC
The best. Get sone sleep. Gotta go
Nair nmy dome for the big show -
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Doc exits. Jonny glares at Binky.

Bl NKY
Eyes on the prize, ny friend.

I NT. THE STAR CLUB -- ATLANTA, CEORG A -- N GHT

A packed house. A BANNER reads "Wl cone to Bubbapal ooza."
Bi nky | eads Derek to a VIP TABLE. The lights go down- -

BUBBAPALOOZA ANOUNCER
Ladi es and Gentl enen, please wel cone
Jonny Phoeni x and The Shine!!

The crowd goes ballistic as The Shine take the stage. They
play "GQuitar Hero" (Track 9). Jonny wails on his guitar.
The Shine have never sounded better. Derek seens | npressed.

I NT. THE STAR CLUB -- GREEN ROOM -- N GHT

The Shine crack open CHAMPAGNE in cel ebration. Binky enters,
whi spers to Jonny, then exits. Jonny follows. PJ notices.

| NT. THE STAR CLUB -- SIDE STA -- MOMENTS LATER
Derek, Jonny and Binky find a quiet corner.

Bl NKY
Have you got good news for us?

DEREK
Guess that depends. How does Jonny
feel about European summers?

Bl NKY
|s that--Are you--he got the job?
DEREK
Jon, we'd |ike you to becone part of
the Chili Peppers' famly. |[|'ve got

the agreenent here. Basically, we
| ock you for 3 nonths at 700k a nont h- -

Der ek hands over a CONTRACT. Binky is ecstatic. Jonny isn't.

Bl NKY
700k, by which you nean seven hundred
t housand dollars tines three, yes?

DEREK
Three nonths gets us through 28 cities
in Europe. |f everything works out,
we can tal k about Asia in the Fall.

JONNY
VWhat about The Shi ne- -

DEREK
How do you nean?
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JONNY
My band has one nore show to do.
DEREK
Not with you they don't. Once you
sign you're mne, is how!l like to
put it. Is this really an issue?
Bl NKY
Not at all. Everything s right as
rain. Right, Breeze?
JONNY

It's arinky dink little gig, Derek.
A few hundred people in a cow pasture.

DEREK
It's an insurance thing. But hey,
you really need to play the cow

pasture we'll nove on to the next
name on the list, no hard feelings--
JONNY

| need some tine to think about it--

DEREK
Sure. Three, two, one, tinme's up.
W got a deal, or we got a problenf

Jonny thinks. Gabs a PEN from Binky. Signs the contract.

DEREK ( CONT' D)
Perfect. You'll play our last U S.
date in Tanpa next week. W'IlIl be
in touch to set up rehearsals. You
shoul d be really proud of yourself.

Derek exits. Jonny |ooks a bit shell-shocked.

Bl NKY
It's your dream They' Il understand.

Jonny sees PJ's SNEAKERS behi nd an AVPLI FI ER. He approaches,
finds PJ hiding -- PJ has heard everything. PJ exits running.

Bl NKY ( CONT' D)
| nean, not right away or anything--

I NT. THE STAR CLUB -- GREEN ROOM -- NI GHT

Jonny enters. The Shine are there. It's like a funeral.
DOC
Is it true?
JONNY
Yes. No. Wich part, for Chrissake?
RI CKY

Are you sick, bro?
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JONNY
Physical ly? No.

DOC
Did you sign with the Chili Peppers?

JONNY
Yes. But it's only for three nonths--

DOC
So this whol e thing has al ways been
about Jonny Phoenix. Fromthe start.

JONNY
No. Yes. | nean, it started out
that way. But the nore tine we spent
| realized | wanted it nore for y' all--

DOC
But you got over that pretty quick.

SCALLCP
He's still gonna play Bend-Aid with
us though, right? R ght, Breeze?

Jonny paces. He |looks like he's in pain.

PJ
No, Scallop. The great Jonny Phoeni x
has bigger fish to fry.

JONNY
"Il make it up to you guys, | prom se--

DOC
You' re broken, man. And no anount
of adoring fans is gonna fix you.
W' ve | oved you, no conditions. Not
'cuz you're special, but 'cuz you're
one of us. Until you find value in
that, we got nothing to tal k about.

Doc and PJ exit. Scallop lingers like a |ost puppy dog,
until Ricky finally drags hi maway.

| NT. RANDY' S ROADHOUSE SALOON -- RAY RAY'S OFFICE -- N GHT
Dar by enters, plops down a CASE OF SCOTCH on Ray Ray's desk
DARBY
Breeze signed with the Chili Peppers.
And the contract you wote keeps him
from pl ayi ng Bend- Ai d. Now not hi ng
can stop us! | owe you one, partner.
Darby exits. Ray Ray |ooks at the Scotch. He's troubled--
I NT. THE SHINE' S TOUR BUS -- N GHT

Par ked outside the Hlton. Binky enters, sits next to Doc.
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Bl NKY
You' ve been excell ent about all this.

DOC
| didn't do it for you. Nothing's
nore inportant than good friends.

Bl NKY
Even though you' re bei ng sarcasti c,
Jonny feels the sanme way.

Bi nky hands Doc a MANI LA ENVELOPE, gets up to exit the bus--

DOC
Hey. Wiat is it?

Bl NKY
Freedom Conplete and total freedom

EXT. RANDY' S ROADHOUSE SALOON -- PARKI NG LOT -- N GHT

Coll ette and TOMNSFOLK watch as the bus pulls in. The Shine
and several ROADI ES get out, but no Jonny. PJ exits, sulking.

COLLETTE
Over here, honey! Honey?

PJ wal ks past her to the pick-up. Several BULLDOZERS runbl e

by on State Road 126 -- "Americorp" stenciled on their sides.
Rl CKY
What's with all the bull dozers, yo?
COLLETTE

Been com ng in steady since yesterday.
| f Anericorp's plan gets approved at
the Gty Council neeting tonorrow,

they' Il start tearing things down.
DOC

What City Council neeting?
COLLETTE

Doc, what's going on? Were's Breeze?
| NT. RED HOT CHI LI PEPPERS REHEARSAL STUDI O -- DAY

Derek enters with Jonny and Binky. RED HOT CHI LI PEPPERS
(ANTHONY KI EDI' S, FLEA and CHAD SM TH) tune their instrunents.

DEREK
Boys, Jonny Phoeni x; Jonny, the boys.

Handshakes and fist bunps all around.
ANTHONY KI EDI S

You' re not gonna burn down the studio,
are you, man?
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CHAD
O take a slash in our Roadsters?
JONNY
As long as |'ve got the gig, we should
be fine.
FLEA
Ha! | like this guy!

I NT. TIM SHEFFI ELD S LAW OFFI CE -- CONFERENCE ROOM -- DAY

Doc enters, dressed as a Rock God. Marian and her | awer,
TI M SHEFFI ELD, sit at a table. They seemvery chi pper today--

DOC
Marian. Tim

TI M SHEFFI ELD, ESQ
G ad you could take tinme out of your
busy schedul e to review our proposal.
We both feel it's very generous--

DOC
She gets 65% of ny practice and |
get to see ny kids one weekend day
per nmonth. That's generous?

TI M SHEFFI ELD, ESQ
G ven the circunstances, yes.

_ DOC
VWhat circunstances?

TI M SHEFFI ELD, ESQ
"1l let your outfit speak for itself.

DOC
Thing is, Tim the paper you used
for that proposal was real coarse.

TI M SHEFFI ELD, ESQ
Coarse? | don't understand.

DOC
Scratched ne up sonmething fierce
when | wiped ny ass with it. | may
have to sue you personally 'cuz ny
asshol e is damm near w ecked--

TI M SHEFFI ELD, ESQ
This is highly inappropriate behavior,
Dr. Halladay. This nediation demands
a certain |level of decorum-

Doc pulls out Binky's MANILA ENVELOPE, drops it on the table.
DOC

Exhibit A. A lack of decorum and
sonme highly inappropriate behavior.
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Ti m opens the envel ope and dunps onto the table: PHOTOGRAPHS.
Showi ng Mari an and Ti m engaged i n ki nky S&M sex positions!

MARI AN
Ch God, Tim-

DOC
That a goat in bed with y'all? Hard
totell fromthe angle, but there's
definitely sonmething weird going on--

TI M SHEFFI ELD, ESQ
Sweet Jesus- -

DOC
Here's ny proposal. You get none of
my practice. Zero alinony. | see

nmy kids any tinme | damm well please.
You get not hing but gone, devil wonan.

MARI AN
You're not being fair.

DOC
| think I'"m being nore than fair.
G ven the circunstances.

Doc puts on his ROCK STAR SHADES and exits, smling.
EXT. SOUTHERN BEND H GH SCHOCL -- PARKING LOT -- DAY

PJ is nobbed by G RLS. He signs autographs. The Russett
Brot hers approach. PJ takes off running into the school --

I NT. SOUTHERN BEND HI GH SCHOOL -- DAY

The Russetts chase PJ through hallways, the cafeteria, the
gym PJ bursts through double doors and into:

EXT. SOUTHERN BEND HI GH SCHOOL -- OUTDOOR QUAD -- DAY

Packed wi th HUNDREDS of STUDENTS. No way out. The Russetts
enter. Big Russett cracks his knuckles. He corners PJ.

Bl G RUSSETT
Ei ght weeks no protection noney.
Guess what, Mster Rock Star? Now
" mgonna take it outta your ass.

Al eyes are on PJ. He stands firm summons the courage- -

PJ
Li sten, man. You picked the wong
day to fuck with ne, notherfucker.

Bl G RUSSETT
PJ Sinmpson. What'd you say to ne?

PJ
My nanme is Rock. Now step off.
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Big Russett laughs to the crowd, in disbelief. That's when
PJ junps, spins, and CRACKS himin the jaw with a nasty David
Lee Roth karate kick. Big Russett goes down, and stays down.

PJ cracks his neck, beckons to the other two Russetts. They
| ook at each other, |ook back at PJ, then flee. The crowd
APPLAUDS, lifts PJ onto their shoulders. He's a herol!

EXT. SCALLOP' S HOUSE -- FRONT PORCH -- DAY

Scallop angrily scans his mail, rips open an ENVELOPE from
the Gty Council. Chickens are in his yard. Gary approaches.

GARY THE NEI GHBOR
You said you was gonna do sonet hi ng
about stealing these fow of mne--

Scal l op grabs Gary by his overalls, hangs himon a FLAG POST.

SCALLOP
These are ny chi ckens now, Gary.
You even | ook at ny chickens | wl|
hurt you very badly. You understand?

GARY THE NEI GHBOR
No problem Got some extra feed out
back for ya. |[If you could just--

Scal l op enters the house as Eva exits.

SCALLOP
Get dressed, worman. We're | ate.

Eva sees Gary struggling on the flag post, then | ooks toward
Scal l op. She's confused. But she kinda likes it...

| NT. S. BEND PSYCHI ATRI C CARE CENTER -- DAY ROOM -- DAY
Staff and Patients sit in a circle as Ricky reads a LETTER

QUENTI N
Em nent donmmin? What's it nean?

RI CKY
Means we're gonna get bulldozed if
we don't do sonething. Anyone here
seen One Fl ew Over The Cuckoo's Nest?

EXT. SOUTHERN BEND CI TY HALL -- DAY

Ri cky parks a SCHOOL BUS full of nental patients. They al
get out and join hundreds of TOANSPEOPLE stream ng inside--

I NT. SOUTHERN BEND CI TY HALL -- HEARI NG ROOM -- DAY

NO SY TOMNSPEOPLE fill the place, including Collette and The
Shine. Lots of REPORTERS, too. The MAYOR bangs a gavel.
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MAYOR STUBEN
First itemon the council's agenda
is the redevel opnent plan co-sponsored
by Anmericorp and South Florida Trust.
M. Stanton, you nay proceed.

Dar by stands. BOOS and H SSES. The Mayor bangs the gavel.

DARBY
Mayor Stuben, council nenbers. As we
all know, our hunble town has been
besi eged by blight and forecl osure--

Rl CKY
Whi ch was all caused by YQOU, bro!

The crowd BOOS sone nore. The Mayor bangs his gavel.

DARBY
Now, now -- nobody's pointing fingers.
Fact is, | have the answer to al

our fiscal problems. Allowne to
i ntroduce: "New Sout hern Bend."

He pulls up a TARP and reveals the MODEL we saw in his office.

DARBY ( CONT' D)
New. Modern. Revenue- produci ng.

Rl CKY
VWhere's the Road House, bro?

DOC
And ny downtown clinic--

COLLETTE
The gazebo is gone!

SCALLOP
Wai t, what about ny |ighthouse?

DARBY
The |ight house? You nean the one
that ain't been lit since Bush |?
The plan's tax base won't support
non-i ncome generating itens, so sone
sacrifices were necessary.

DOC
The plan seens to sacrifice everything
good and decent about Sout hern Bend.

DARBY
Good and decent ain't paying the
bills, Doc. Tax revenue fromthe
water park alone will keep the lights
onin Gty Hall for years to come--

DOC
Oh you're keeping City Hall, are ya?
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Ray Ray can't take it anynore. He stands.

RAY RAY
M. Mayor, Florida Cvil Code requires
an Environnental |npact Report to be
performed on all projects proposing
redevel opnent and/or em nent donai n- -

DARBY
VWhat the fuck are you doing Ray Ray?
RAY RAY
The right thing, finally.
DARBY
Sit down this second or you're out.
You'l | get nothing, you hear me?
RAY RAY

Long as that's what you get too,
that suits ne just fine.

DARBY
M. Mayor, just yesterday that report
was filed. Counsel Smth knows this,
as he was the one who filed it--

RAY RAY
The code requires a reasonable review
period so the public can address any
concerns. 12 hours is not reasonabl e.
The peopl e of Southern Bend therefore
request 30 days to study the report--

The G tizens loudly agree. The Mayor bangs his gavel.

DARBY
Dickie, this is horse shit and you
knowit. | got 75 bulldozers waiting
toroll, nmeters ticking. The only

possi bl e recourse for these folks'd
be a petition for injunctive relief--

RAY RAY
Which | filed in court this norning.

DARBY
--which requires a bond to be posted.
Now where are these fol ks gonna find
a mllion bucks to post that bond?

The REPORTERS aimtheir caneras and m crophones at the Mayor.

MAYOR STUBEN
So you want the council to disregard
Constitutional due process 'cuz the
fol ks who own the land you' re after
can't afford to fight you in court?
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DARBY
Aw Di ckie, you make it sound so ugly--

PJ steps up to a M CROPHONE. The Reporters focus on him

PJ

M. Mayor, a great man once told ne
that a snmall dedicated group can do
anything it sets its mnd to. But
doing the right thing ain't always
the easy thing. M band has a show
tonorrow and we' re gonna raise the
nmoney for that stupid bond. Wy?
"Cuz that's what we do in the South.
When the little guy needs help we
rally "cuz we're all the little guy.
It's in our DNA. Who's with nme?

The crowd cheers. PJ assunes his "front nman" persona--

PJ ( CONT' D)
| can't hear you! Wo's with ne?

A |l arger cheer fromthe cromd. PJ starts singing:

PJ ( CONT' D)
This little light of mne, |I'mgonna
let it shine...

Doc, Ricky and Scallop stand and join in singing. Pretty
soon, the whole crowd is on their feet and singing. Mayor
St uben bangs his gavel, but the crowd just keeps on singing--

MAYOR STUBEN
Singing is not permtted at the city
council--oh, screwit. Sorry, Darby.
W' re adjourned until Mnday norning.
Fol ks y'all got 72 hours to get your
ducks 1n a row. Just no nore singing!

EXT. SOUTHERN BEND TOWN HALL BUI LDI NG -- DAY

Townspeopl e exit, excited. The Shine pull PJ aside.

DOC
What were you thinking, kid?

PJ
Breeze got us this far. | feel,
don't know, | feel like |I can do

anything. Don't you feel it? Wth
or without him the show nust go on.

Rl CKY
| ain't no attorney, bro, but if we
show up with no Jonny Phoenix, that's
fal se advertising or sone shit, right?

Ray Ray overhears, approaches.
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RAY RAY
He's right. Your website pronotes
Jonny Phoeni x and The Shine. Wth
no Jonny, a court could order you to
return any noney raised fromticket

sales. Hell, it mght even be fraud.
PJ

Fine. So I'll just get himto play.
Rl CKY

And how you plan on doing that, bro?
PJ

| have absolutely no idea.
| NT. RED HOT CHI LI PEPPERS REHEARSAL SPACE -- DAY
Jonny jans "Californication" wth The Peppers. They finish.

ANTHONY Kl EDI S
So Jonny, after this song you get
three mnutes to do whatever you
want, say hello, solo '"til you're
blue in the face, whatever, then we
junp back in to do Gve It Away Now -

Bi nky enters urgently, holding a cell phone.

Bl NKY
Sorry, guys. Jonny, bad news--

EXT. SOUTHERN BEND MEMORI AL HOSPI TAL -- N GHT
A LIMO pulls up. Jonny gets out and runs into the hospital.
| NT. SOUTHERN BEND MEMORI AL HOSPI TAL -- MACK' S ROOM -- NI GHT

Mack's body is covered with a SHEET. NURSES unplug wres
and machines. Jonny enters, takes off his hat, approaches.

| CU NURSE
Sorry, baby. You just m ssed him

Ray Ray enters. He |ooks as shaken up as Jonny does.

RAY RAY
Gonna need a word before you go.

| NT. SOUTHERN BEND MEMORI AL HOSPI TAL -- CAFETERI A -- N GHT
Ray Ray sips coffee. Jonny holds a LARGE KEY in his hand.

JONNY
And you have no idea what it's for?

RAY RAY
He just said give it to you after he
was gone. Mack wasn't big on talking.



JONNY
Darby's gonna win, isn't he?

RAY RAY
Even if they raise the noney for the
bond, Darby's got enough resources
to grind 'emdown eventually.

JONNY
Funny how we get attached to sonet hing
and not realize "til it's gone.
RAY RAY
Tal ki ng about your Pa, or this town?
JONNY
Yeah, | guess.

Jonny stands up. Shakes hands wth Ray Ray.

RAY RAY
Sure woul d help though if you stuck
around and pl ayed that show. G ve
us a fighting chance at | east.

JONNY
| can't, Ray Ray. | just can't.

Jonny wal ks toward the exit--

RAY RAY
He's com ng after your friends and
famly. You know that, don't you?

JONNY
| got ne a signed contract saying he
can't do nothing of the sort.

Ray Ray opens a briefcase, pulls out a bottle of Scotch.

RAY RAY
Sit dowmm. We need nore, | got it.

| NT. RANDY' S ROADHOUSE SALOON -- DARBY'S OFFICE -- N GHT
Jonny enters to find Darby working |late at his desk.

JONNY
You son of a bitch. You prom sed to
| eave ny peopl e al one- -

DARBY
Hey, | kept ny promse. It's the
bank that's taking their property
and freezing their accounts--

JONNY
Ray Ray told ne you own the bank!

100.
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DARBY
Let it be, Breeze. You got what you
wanted. This ain't no silly guitar
battle. You ain't gonna win this.

JONNY
"1l tear up our contract. You can't
do any of this w thout Mck's |and.

DARBY

Go ahead. Then Derek will tear up

your contract wth the Chili Peppers.
JONNY

Derek's got nothing to do with this--
DARBY

Wake up, man. You got that gig 'cuz
| gave Derek a slice of ny little
deal here. You didn't honestly think
you had a chance ot herw se, did you?

JONNY
Bul I shit--
DARBY
Rel ax, |I'm sure we can dig up sone

| ow- cost public housing for Collette
and that little bastard son of yours--

Furious, Jonny upends the table, smashing the MODEL to pieces.
Jonny steps toward Darby -- who then pulls out a HANDGUN

DARBY ( CONT' D)
Probably best for everyone if you
just hold it right there.

JONNY
You' ve got to be kidding ne.

DARBY
No, sir. See them caneras up there
with themnice shiny red |lights?

Sure enough, CAMERAS hang from above. Red lights and all.

DARBY ( CONT' D)
Probably show a solid case of self-
defense if this gun were to go off.
Wul dn't even be a trial. Just one
nor e Sout hern Bend boy with a dead
Daddy he never got to know.

JONNY
How can you live with yourself?
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DARBY
Son, without nme this town would be D
O NE done. | sleep |like a baby on
Xanax. Best nove on now. You got
yoursel f another continent to get to--

JONNY
This ain't over.

DARBY
Yeah, Breeze. It is.

I NT. MACK'S FARM -- MAIN HOUSE -- LIVING ROOM -- N GHT
Jonny enters, startling Collette. He holds the KEY.

JONNY
| s he upstairs?

COLLETTE
Sl eeping. G ve himsone tine.
(sees the key)
Ch man. Is that what | think it is?

I NT. MACK'S FARM -- THE BARN -- NI GHT

Coll ette kicks away sone hay. She and Jonny nove aside a
tractor engine. On the floor is a TRAP DOOR. Wth a KEYHOLE

I NT. MACK'S FARM -- THE BARN -- SECRET CELLAR -- N GHT

Jonny and Col lette descend a | adder. A bare bulb lights the
cellar, only it looks nore |ike a nuseum Dedicated to Jonny
Phoeni x. It's Mack's secret homage to his nusician son.

GUI TARS I N LUCI TE BOXES wi th DESCRI PTI VE PLAQUES. POSTERS
of Jonny. WARDROBE PI ECES. A GOLD RECORD, franed and hung.
And the centerpiece: the infanmus Bl onde '58 Tel ecaster.

JONNY

He never sold it, that |ying bastard.
COLLETTE

|"mso sorry. He swore ne to secrecy.
JONNY

| guess it was hard to believe |I had
any fans buying this crap on Ebay--

COLLETTE

Wasn't crap to him He was so proud.
JONNY

Mack, proud? Pl ease--
COLLETTE

He thought if you knew how he really
felt, you mght stop trying so hard.
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Jonny | aughs. But as reality sinks in, he's closer to tears.
He grabs the Telly, sits. He pounds the floor with his fist.

CCOLLETTE ( CONT' D)
Jonny- -

JONNY
Pl ease. Just, please--

EXT. MACK' S FARM -- DRI VEWAY -- NI GHT

It's raining. ALIMOidles. Collette and Jonny stand on
the porch, out of the rain. Jonny pulls out an ENVELOPE

JONNY
Ti ckets. For the Tanpa show t onorrow.
Hand 'em out, maybe sonebody' || cone.
COLLETTE
"1l see what | can do.
JONNY
Collette, I--
COLLETTE

| get it. Always have. o catch

that dream God knows you paid a

hi gh enough price for it. You got a

good heart, Jon MKay. Sonetines

you just don't know how to use it.
Jonny noves in for a kiss, but Collette turns her face away.
He ki sses her forehead, gets into the linmp, drives off. She
opens the envel ope. Tickets. And the DEED TO THE FARM
I NT. MACK'S FARM -- PJ'S ROOM -- MORNI NG
PJ wakes up, finds a GU TAR CASE, opens it. It's the Telly.

PJ
Mom!? He was here?

EXT. TAMPA BAY TI MES FORUM TAMPA -- N GHT

FANS pour in. A MARQUEE reads: "Red Hot Chili Peppers.”

| NT. TAMPA BAY TI MES FORUM TAMPA -- BACKSTAGE -- N GHT

Jonny sits alone in his DRESSI NG ROOM Binky enters.
JONNY

Anyone?

Bl NKY
It's early. Cone on, it's your big
night. Let's turn that frown upside
down. Got a surprise for you

Enter Zeke, fromrock school! They exchange a man hug.
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ZEKE
So this is what you been chasin'.
JONNY
Put up a helluva fight 1'Il tell ya.
ZEKE
Great band. They're not your band,
but still a great band.
JONNY
Well, you can't have everyt hing.
Derek enters.
DEREK

Show time. \Were's the hat? You
gotta wear the hat. JP in the house!

Derek exits. Jonny puts on a red |eather Jonny Phoeni x hat.

JONNY
Thanks for com ng, Zeke.

ZEKE
Just one nore thing before | go.
You can have everything. It ain't

easy. But it's doable. Trust ne.
They fist bunp, then flash devil horns. Jonny exits.
| NT. MACK'S FARM -- PJ'S BEDROOM -- NI GHT
On a conputer, PJ and Collette watch a live feed from Tanpa.
The lights go dark, the crowd screans. Jonny and The Chili
Peppers take the stage. They open with "Mnarchy of Roses.™

| NT. TAMPA BAY TI MES FORUM TAMPA -- ONSTACE -- N GHT

Jonny cranks away on his guitar, keeping up with the Chili
Peppers. He |ooks to the side stage and sees only Binky
sitting in his reserved section. Binky gives a thunbs up.

| NT. TAMPA BAY TI MES FORUM TAMPA -- ONSTA -- LATER
The Chili Peppers finish "Californication.” The crowd cheers.

ANTHONY KI EDI S
Tanpa! Thanks for coming out. |It's
our | ast show at honme before we head
across the pond. And it's the first
show with our new friend, our very
own guitar hero, M. Jonny Phoeni x!

Jonny rips a nasty guitar solo. The crowd loves it. The
Chili Peppers exit and | eave Jonny al one on a dark stage,
illumnated only by a WHI TE SPOTLI GHT. He approaches a m ke- -
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JONNY

Fol ks, | waited ny whole life for
this nmonment. And even though it's
great to be here with y'all, there's
soneone, |ots of soneones, folks
real close to ne who couldn't be
here tonight. So I'm gonna take ny
three mnutes and dedicate this song
to them Hope y'all can streamit
or post it or Youtube it or whatever
y'all do. [It's a song about hope.

Jonny sits at a piano. He plays and sings "Wen Al |Is Said
and Done" (Track 10), a ballad about hope and Toss. The
crowd illumnates the arena with LI GHTERS and CEL PHONES. .

AT SI DE STAGE:

ANTHONY KI EDI S
What the fuck's he doing? W hired
himas the guitar player. How many
guitars you see? Zero. Zero guitars--

FLEA
Shut up, man, this is kinda beautiful--

| NT. MACK'S FARM -- PJ'S BEDROOM -- NI GHT
Listening to the song, Collette cries. PJ holds her hand.
| NT. DOC S APARTMENT -- NI GHT

Doc sits on a couch with his TWDO KI DS, one under each arm
wat chi ng Jonny on live stream He smles, shakes his head.

I NT. S. BEND PSYCHI ATRI C CARE CENTER -- DAY ROOM -- N GHT

Ri cky and MENTAL PATI ENTS watch the |live stream on a conputer
Quentin's LIGHTER sets a poster on fire, R cky puts it out.

EXT. SCALLOP'S FRONT PORCH -- NI GHT

Scal lop and Eva sit in rocking chairs overl ooki ng the coast
and the |ighthouse. They smle, oblivious, each hol ding
CHI CKENS on their | aps, stroking themlike babi es.

| NT. TAMPA BAY TI MES FORUM TAMPA -- ONSTAGE -- N CGHT

Ful | of enotion, Jonny finishes the song to wild appl ause.

The Chili Peppers run on stage and break into "G ve It Away
Now. " Jonny shakes it off, then joins in with the band..

| NT. TAMPA BAY TI MES FORUM TAMPA -- BACKSTAGE -- N GHT
Jonny packs up. The Chili Peppers stop by his dressing room

FLEA
Great job tonight, Jonny.
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CHAD
Wl come aboard, dude. You rocked
it. For the nost part.

ANTHONY KI EDI S
See you at the airport tonorrow

JONNY
Hey, you guys wanna grab a beer or
sonething? | got so nuch adrenaline

| don't know what to do with nyself--

ANTHONY KI EDI S
We'll take a pass. Listen man, don't
take this the wong way, but this
isn't like a "let's-hang-out-and- be-
buddi es" kinda thing. [It's just
business. And if you ever pull
anot her stunt |like that with the
pi ano, we're on to the next name on
the list and you're right back to
bei ng "Jonny Wio." Feel ne, bro?

JONNY
Loud and cl ear. Br o.

ANTHONY KI EDI S
You have a good ni ght.

AK exits. Jonny's phone RINGS. It's "PJ." Jonny ponders,
t hen presses "ignore." He pours a drink and drinks al one.

I NT. MACK'S FARM -- PJ'S ROOM -- N GHT

On a phone, PJ hears Jonny's VOCE MAIL. He hangs up. He

| ooks at a FRAMED PHOTO of hinself and Jonny enbracing (taken
by Collette right after the Showdown performance). Then he
pulls up The Shine's Twitter account and starts typing--

| NSERT: A TELEVI SI ON showi ng an MI'V REPORTER, next to a
graphi ¢ show ng Jonny and the other three Chili Peppers.

MIV REPORTER
Red Hot Chili Peppers have signed
90s axe | egend Jonny Phoenix to
replace the troubled Sal Pinto on
their upcom ng European tour. It's
unclear how this wll affect Jonny's
former band The Shine and their highly
publici zed Bend-Aid charity show
schedul ed for tonorrow. Stay tuned--

EXT. MACK' S FARM -- BACK FORTY -- COW PASTURE/ STAGE -- N GHT

Alight rain falls. BANNERS read "Hi ckory Chad Festival"
and "Bend-Aid." W hear SEVERAL BULLDOZERS in the distance.

A Hunmer pulls in, parks. Darby gets out with a FLASHLI GHT,
follows a WATER LINE | eading to the pasture. He finds a
SPIGOT, turns it. WATER starts pouring out onto the field..
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EXT. MACK' S FARM -- BACK FORTY -- COW PASTURE -- DAY

NEWS TRUCKS all over. Onstage, WORKMEN use a CRANE to | ower
a HUCGE LI GHTED SI GN t hat reads, "Jonny Phoeni x & The Shine."

Ri cky, Scallop and Doc stand where Preacher's Rock used to
be. But in the daylight, we now see that the rock i s gone!

RI CKY
It's gone. | don't believe it, bro.

DOC
Took four bulldozers to roll it away.

COLLETTE
This is really happening, isn't it?

SCALLOP
More room for seats, though. Wat?

RANDY
Quys, you need to see this--

They join Randy at the pasture, which is FLOODED and MJDDY

COLLETTE
| didn't think it rained this bad.

RANDY
It didn't. Soneone ran an irrigation
line all night. Can't see it being
ready by show tine.

DOC
He's not com ng anyway, so | don't
know what everyone's worried about.

SCALLCP
Just because Breeze broke his prom se
don't nean we have to.

Rl CKY
Li ke PJ said, the show nmust go on

DOC
By the way, where the hell is PJ?

I NT. TAMPA | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT -- VI P LOUNGE -- DAY

RAI NI NG out si de. The Peppers sit in one corner, Jonny and
Binky in the other. A TV plays in the bg. Derek enters.

DEREK
Pil ot says the storm should pass in
about an hour. Sit tight, kids.

Bi nky works at a | aptop. Jonny gl ances over, sees sonething--

JONNY
Hey, what's that?
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Bl NKY
Not hi ng.
JONNY
That's PJ. Let ne see.
Jonny sees a YouTube video of PJ at the Council, giving his
speech. The whole town sings "This Little Light of Mne."
Bl NKY
A mllion hits so far. Christ--
JONNY

That boy's got hinself sone balls.

Just then, there's a commption at the SECURI TY ENTRANCE
Soneone pushes their way in. 1It's PJ!  He's soaking wet.

Bl NKY
Yes. Yes, he does.

Jonny waves at the GQUARDS, who release PJ and let himenter.

JONNY
What are you doi ng here?

PJ
Thought 1'd see you off, you know,
as soneone who cares about you.
W're a pretty small club these days--

JONNY
| f you canme to nake nme feel worse--

PJ
Oh, you feel things? | didn't get
that. "Cuz it seens to ne like you're
only | ooking out for yourself--

JONNY
Li sten, kid...

PJ

No, you listen. There's a town ful
of people, your people, busting their
asses trying to nake Bend-Ai d happen--

JONNY
| realize that--

PJ
We sold |Iike 4000 tickets so far.
That's |i ke 200 thousand dol | ars- -

JONNY
Ww, that's incredible--
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PJ
W need a mllion. Here's the fun
part: if Jonny Phoenix pulls a no-
show, | get to refund all that noney
and maybe even go to jail for fraud.

Derek notices PJ and approaches.

DEREK

Hey, Rock. What brings you to Mam ?
PJ

In the market for a used guitarist.
DEREK

Ch yeah? Good luck with that.
JONNY

Derek, | need an advance on ny sal ary.

Like a mllion, maybe 800 grand?
DEREK

You want a check or is cash okay?

Der ek | aughs and | aughs. He wal ks away, still |aughing.

PJ

A l ot of people gave up a lot for
you. And now they're gonna | ose
even nore if you don't show up--

JONNY
One thing |I've |l earned, you can't
convi nce anyone to do what they didn't
al ready want to do in the first place.

PJ
What if you canme and played with us?
What's the worst that could happen?

JONNY

They' Il fire me. And sone ot her

| ucky schnuck gets to |ive ny dream
PJ

This is your drean? Flying across
the world with a bunch of strangers
just to entertain other strangers?

JONNY
"1l get ny first check in two weeks--

PJ
W need it by Monday or else Darby's
bul | dozers start tearing stuff down.
He already took Preacher's Rock.

JONNY
Bul | shit.
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PJ pulls out a | aptop, shows hima PHOTO of the cow pasture.

PJ
Could I make that up? It was on the
five acres you sold him [It's gone.

JONNY
| don't know what to tell you.
got here. And |I'm gonna stay here.

PJ
| already tweeted the whol e planet
that you're playing with us tonight.

JONNY
Tweet 'em back, 'cuz | ain't. People
| eave, PJ. [It's what they do.

PJ
Doc, Scallop, Ricky? Not I eaving.
They' re playing, no matter what.
Breeze, you're better than this.

JONNY
No, kid, I"'mreally not.

PJ
Do ne a favor. When you start to
regret this nonent, don't even think
about com ng back home. W are done.

PJ wal ks toward the exit.

JONNY
See, you're leaving. Wuat'd | say?

Wt hout | ooking back, PJ flips himthe bird and keeps wal ki ng.
Jonny hears sonmething on the TV, |ooks up. Binky joins him

CLCSE-UP: M AM Al RPORT VIP LOUNGE -- TELEVI SI ON SCREEN
A LOCAL NEWS REPORTER is on the scene at Bend-Ai d:

LOCAL NEWS REPORTER
...the long anticipated Bend-Aid is
literally under water. Oficials
are searching for alternate venues,
but no definite word yet...

Bl NKY

Rai ned out anyway. [It's a sign.
JONNY

Ch, shut up, Binky.
DEREK

Ok cowboys, let's saddle up--
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I NT. RED HOT CHI LI PEPPERS PRI VATE PLANE -- DAY

Jonny, Binky, Derek and the Chili Peppers sit in CHAMPAGNE
| uxury. Jonny stares out a w ndow, distressed.

Bl NKY
For 2 mllion bucks, you can buy
yoursel f a whole new set of friends.

CAPTAI N ON LOUDSPEAKER
Fol ks, we're fourth for take-off.
Fl i ght attendants prepare the cabin.

JONNY
Dar by's going after Doc, Scallop and
Ri cky. They could | ose everything.

Bl NKY

A fresh start is good for the soul.
JONNY

PJ m ght get sued, maybe even arrested--
Bl NKY

I[t'1l build his character. Wsh ny

Dah had taught ne things |like that.
JONNY

Do you ever listen to yourself?

Bl NKY
Not really, no. Wiy do you ask?

A SECURI TY GUARD enters the cabin holding a GU TAR CASE

SECURI TY GUARD
The kid left sonething for the new
guy. Looks expensi ve.

He opens the case. |It's the TELLY. Sonmething falls out of
the case and | ands on Jonny's |ap: a LI GHTHOUSE KEY CHAI N

Bl NKY
Please tell nme that's not a |ight
house key chain that says "Save Bend."

JONNY
Bi nky- -
Bl NKY
Don't say it. Please don't say it--
JONNY
Bi nky, it's a sign.
Bl NKY
No, it's not. | know signs, and

that is definitely not a sign--
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JONNY
| gotta go. Derek, tell themto
stop the plane, 1've got to get off.
DEREK

Sorry, JP, no way this plane is
st oppi ng anywhere short of Heat hrow.

JONNY

Bi nk, you found ne a gig where | fit

i
in. You found ne a hone. But it's
[

t
not with these guys. There are folks
who need nme nore than | need this.
Bl NKY
You're sure that's what you want?
JONNY
Absol utely.
Bl NKY

Wat ch, ny son, and | earn

Suddenly, Binky fakes another EPILEPTIC FIT. He hits the
floor, twitching. A FLIGHT ATTENDANT rushes to his side--

| NT. TAMPA | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT -- VIP LOUNGE -- LATER
Jonny rolls Binky in a WHEELCHAI R Bi nky junps out of the
chair and they both run. Jonny takes off his hat, tosses it
into a TRASH CAN. FANS and PAPARAZZI dive in after it--

EXT. TAMPA | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT -- PARKI NG STRUCTURE -- DAY

PJ exits driving the pick-up, but stops when he sees: Jonny!
Standing in the rain. Cuitar case in hand. PJ gets out--

PJ
Real | y? \What about the Chili Peppers?

JONNY
Two words, Kkid. Fuck it.

Jonny and PJ hug, father and son. Nothing awkward about it.

Bl NKY
| could cry. No, | nmean it, this
was |i ke a $300, 000 conmi ssi on,
shoul d be bawling like Jerry Fal well
in a cheap notel room

PJ
Doesn't it feel doing the right thing?
Bl NKY

My first tine. Actually | feel a
bit nauseous.
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I NT. MACK' S PI CK-UP TRUCK -- DAY

Jonny's at the wheel. PJ's in the mddle. Binky has shotgun.
Jonny squeals onto the "75 North,"” driving |ike a bat out of

hell. PJ pokes on his |aptop and sends a TWEET- -
PJ
| just re-tweeted that we're on the
way. |If we avoid major traffic we'll
make it just in tine for the show -
Bl NKY
This close. W were this close.
JONNY

For the record, kid, that was sone
pretty mani pul ative shit back there.

PJ
One thing |'ve |l earned, you can't
convi nce anyone to do what they didn't
al ready want to do in the first place.

JONNY
| really have to stop talking.

EXT. MACK' S BACK FORTY -- STAGE AREA -- DAY

PLYWOOD covers the nud. THOUSANDS OF FANS sit in chairs, on
bl anket s. More FANS arrive. Coll ette and The Shi ne watch. ..

DOC
They just keep coming. | don't think
this I's gonna worKk.

COLLETTE
It has to work.

Rl CKY

We got no singer or |lead guitar
anyways, bro, so what's the big deal ?

eir
ent our age of HOT BABES and UMBRELLA HOLDERS, it's nor ke

Just then, FIVE MEN I N BLACK approach. Actually, with th
e li
20 people. It's WHITE RAVEN, fromthe auditions in L.A.!

ACE
| am Ace. W are large fans. Perhaps
we can be of sone assistance, yes?

EXT. H GHWAY 75 NORTHBOUND -- DAY
Carlo's Mercedes follows the pick-up. Carlo's on a cel phone.

CARLO T
Yeah, we got a problem-

| NTERCUT W TH DARBY, IN H S OFFI CE
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DARBY
That's inpossible. He just got on a
plane with the Chili Peppers.

CARLO T
Then he got off the plane. And now
he's headi ng your way with the Kkid.

DARBY
| don't care how you do it, find
t hem and stop them

Dar by hangs up, dials another nunber.

DARBY ( CONT' D)
Yes, | need to report a ki dnapping.
Perp's in a rusted out '79 Ford pick-
up, headed 75 north, south of Ccal a--
(makes shooting noi ses)
He's got a gun! Oh Lord, he's got a--
(hangs up, dials again)
Come on, cone on--

I NT. AMERI CORP TRUCKI NG BAY -- DAY

Qutside are rows of 18-wheelers with "Americorp"” witten on
their sides. A PHONE RINGS. BUBBA, the dispatcher, answers.

BUBBA
Anmeri corp di spatch, you got Bubba.

DARBY
Renenber that favor | been saving
for a rainy day? It's goddam pouring--

EXT. ALACHUA COUNTY POLI CE DEPARTMENT -- DAY
Five POLI CE CRU SERS pull out, LIGHTS and SIRENS full bore.

ALACHUA POLI CE DI SPATCHER
Suspect is in a 1979 Ford pick-up
Orders are to arrest and det ai n- -

I NT. MACK' S PI CK-UP TRUCK -- DAY

Jonny gasses it, flies through traffic. PJ pokes on a | aptop.

PJ
This can't be right. M hit counter's
going ballistic. And |I'mgetting
hot-1inked all over the place.

JONNY
Where's ny Nerd-English dictionary?
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PJ
Means we're gonna have a big crowd.
(dials his phone)
Mm it's mne. W're really close.
Have you seen the ticket sal es?
Yes, relax, I'mperfectly safe--

A GUNSHOT rings out. A bullet SMASHES Jonny's side mrror.

JONNY
(looking in rear view)
Shit. Black Mercedes.

Bl NKY
Carlo T. Alnost forgot about him

PJ
un? Cone on, Mom that's crazy
k. GCotta go. See you soon.
JONNY
See? Sonetimes truth is overrated.
Seat belts on. This could get bunpy.
Jonny floors it, swerves past cars. The Mercedes keeps up.
EXT. | NTERSTATE 75 ( NORTHBOUND) -- DAY

An AMERI CORP 18- WHEELER par ks si deways across all | anes.
The DRI VER hops out, wal ks away. CARS HONK as traffic builds--

I NT. MACK' S PI CK-UP TRUCK -- DAY

Traffic slows, then stops. They can see the Anericorp truck.

Bl NKY

What's going on up there?
JONNY

Looks | i ke an accident on purpose.
PJ

Americorp. That's gotta be Darby.

Jonny swerves onto the right shoul der, but sees COP CARS
driving towards him He cranks a U-turn, but then sees Carlo
and his thugs |eaning on their parked Mercedes, guns drawn.

Jonny squeal s across the nmedian to the southbound hi ghway
and sees: a SECOND AMERI CORP 18- WHEELER bl ocki ng sout hbound
traffic! ALACHUA COPS | ean on parked COP CARS, guns drawn.

ALACHUA COP ON A MEGAPHONE
Step out of the vehicle, hands above
your heads- -

Bl NKY
Ok Sundance, nothing crazy here.
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JONNY
Crazy. You nean like blowi ng off ny
dreamgig to play in a rained-out
cow pasture? Cone on, it's over

They get out, hands up. Al achua Cops approach, 20 feet away--

ALACHUA COP
You' re under arrest for Kkidnapping.
JONNY
This is ny boy. [|'mtaking himhone.
That's |ike the opposite of kidnapping--
PJ
Breeze, it's not over.
JONNY
Look around kid. Trust ne it's over.
PJ

Trust nme, it's not.

That' s when we hear the WHUP- WHUP- WHUP of the News 9 Chopper
overhead! It lands on the nedian. Collette hops out.

COLLETTE
Y all need an invitation or what?

Jonny grabs the Telly and they all run to the chopper. Across
the nmedian, Chinpy ains a gun. Carlo T grabs Chinpy's arm

CARLO T
Cops hate it when you shoot people
right in front of them Mboron.

The Chopper takes off. Carlo T dials his cel phone.

CARLO T ( CONT' D)
Yeah, still got a problem

| NT. CHANNEL NI NE NEWS CHOPPER -- DAY
Bo flies the Chopper north. Over a city, not over farmns--

JONNY
You coul d have gotten yourself kill ed.
This is such a bad idea.

COLLETTE
Bad i deas are ny bread and butter.

JONNY
Say, Bo, isn't the farmthat way?

COLLETTE
Slight change of plans. A bit nore
fan interest than we expected.



117.
The chopper banks left toward: "The Swanp" Football Stadi uni

The parking lot is full of FANS. And so Is the stadi um

JONNY
You' ve got to be kidding ne. How?

COLLETTE
Your L. A friends offered to set it
up. Wite Raven, is that their nanme?

JONNY
| just don't believe any of this--

BO THE CHOPPER PI LOT
Your Pa woul da loved it. He never
had a revival one-tenth this size.

JONNY
It's not arevival, it's a rock show.

BO THE CHOPPER PI LOT
Fol ks are here to make sonme changes.
Call it what you like, this here's a
good ol d-fashi oned Sout hern revival.

I NT. "THE SWAMP" FOOTBALL STADIUM -- M D-FI ELD -- DAY

The crowd cheers as the chopper hovers over a STAGE and the
LI GHTED SI GN readi ng, "JONNY PHOENI X AND THE SHI NE." PJ
clinbs dowmn a ROPE LADDER. The crowd goes nuts. Jonny hands

sonmething to Collette -- it's the LI GHTHOUSE KEY CHAI N
JONNY
Guess | finally found nmy way hone.
COLLETTE

VWw. That is so cornball.

They kiss. Jonny grabs the Telly, descends to the stage,
takes a bow. APPLAUSE. Wite Raven is in the crowd. Jonny

points to his eyes, then Zeus'. Zeus does the sane, smling.
Dar by runs onstage, along with SHERI FF ALI CE and a FEW COPS.
DARBY

This concert is about to violate
county sound ordi nance 526A. A permt
is required and | don't believe you
boys got one. Sheriff, gonna need
you to shut this down i mediately.

JONNY
Sound ordi nance, that's all you got?

Jonny grabs a m crophone and addresses the crowd.
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JONNY ( CONT' D)
Sonebody wants to shut us down 'cuz
we don't have pernission to nake
noi se here. Wat do you say, Centra
Fl ori da, can we make some noi se?

goes ape shit.

SHERI FF ALI CE
Good enough for ne.

DARBY
Good enough-- Sheriff, | demand that
you do your job and enforce the | aw.

JONNY
That is an excellent idea, Darby.

Jonny nods to Ray Ray, who enters and hands a DVD to Alice.

The crowd
Ri cky and

SHERI FF ALI CE
This is what you boys told nme about?

RAY RAY

Yes, ma'am real nice picture quality.
DARBY

What ever you think you got, you ain't.
JONNY

VWhat we got is footage fromthem
of fice cameras of yours. Shows you
handi ng over, what was it, Ray Ray?

RAY RAY
St acks of cash

JONNY
Stacks of cash -- to Dickie and a
few ot her nenbers of the Cty Council.

SHERI FF ALI CE
M. Stanton, you' re under arrest for
bri bery, obstruction of justice, and
for being an all-around douche bag.

JONNY
(to the crowd)
Big hand for Darby Stanton. Couldn't
have done any of this w thout him

cheers. COPS restrain Darby, |ead himaway. Doc,
Scal l op enter from backstage. The crowd ERUPTS--

DOC
You're | ate.

JONNY
This time you gotta believe ne.
Traffic was a bitch. W good?



119.

DCC

W are excellent.
Rl CKY

You ready to rock, bro?
JONNY

Al nost - -

Jonny grabs a guitar froma stand, SMASHES it into the band
sign's LIGHTS until it reads only "The Shine." Crowd cheers.
He grabs the Telly, rejoins his band. They all bunp fists.

JONNY ( CONT' D)
Now | 'mready. This little Iight of
m

—

ne, I'mgonna let it shine..
THE SHI NE
This little light of mne, |I'mgonna

let it shine...

EVERYBODY | N THE STADI UM
This little light of mne, |I'mgonna
let it shine, let it shine, let it
shine, let it shine..

The crowd cheers. Jonny plays the opening riff of "Rock and
Roll Is Free, Man!" (Track 11). PJ grabs a m crophone.

PJ
Ladi es and Gentl enen, we are The
Shi ne! It's an honor to wel come

90, 000 of our closest friends to our

hunmbl e hone! And thanks to y'all,

it's gonna be our hone for a while.
The rest of the band joins in. The crowd rocks al ong--
FREEZE FRAME ON. THE SHI NE -- AS 90, 000 FANS CHEER THEM ON.

FADE QOUT:

TI TLE CARD: "THREE MONTHS LATER'
FADE | N:
EXT. SOUTHERN BEND HI GH SCHOOL -- BASEBALL FI ELD -- DAY
Ri cky (wearing a BASEBALL UNI FORM claps as PJ (a BALLPLAYER)
gets a hit. R cky high-fives Quentin, now his assistant
coach. In the BLEACHERS, the other nental patients CHEER .

Doc (wearing SCRUBS) pulls up in a NEWBENTLEY. He honks
the horn and points to his watch.

Rl CKY
Take over, Q See you tonorrow.

QUENTI N
You got it, bro. | nean "coach."
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Ri cky whistles. PJ high-fives a SUBSTI TUTE RUNNER t hen exits
the field. PJ and Ricky grab SPORTS BAGS, run to the car.

EXT. MACK' S FARM -- DAY

The pl ace | ooks great. Fresh paint, nended fences, corn
crop in the back 40. Jonny chops wood. Collette approaches.

COLLETTE
Honey, it's way after 5.
EXT. DOWNTOWN SOUTHERN BEND, FLORI DA -- DAY

The whol e town has now been restored to its previous | uster
and charm The stores are all open, packed wi th CUSTOVERS
AND TOORTSTS. The Gazebo and the Light house have FRESH PAI NT.
A SIGN reads "WELCOVE TO SOQUTHERN BEND, HOVE OF ' THE SHI NE.'"

A MOTORCYCLE careens into view -- driven by Jonny, a guitar
case strapped across his back. Collette rides with him a
CAMERA CASE on her back. As usual, Jonny's in a hurry.

This time, he sees Ms. Taylor wheeling a CART FULL OF
HUNDREDS OF PIES. He stops, patiently allows her to cross.

MRS. TAYLOR
Such a good boy.

Jonny waves and takes off down the road, past M. WIson.

MR W LSON
Al ways said he was one of the good
ones.

MRS. TAYLOR

And | always said you're so full of
shit your eyes are brown.

JONNY (V. O)
Bend- Ai d rai sed enough cash to pay
of f every defaulted | oan on every
property in Southern Bend. And with
Dar by gone, the new city counci
renegotiated water rights up north,
now we got plenty of water. So even
if rock and roll didn't change the
world, it changed ny world. And
guess what? We ain't done yet.

EXT. SOUTHERN BEND Al RSTRI P -- DAY

Jonny pulls in. TWO Bl KE WRANGLERS (j ackets reading "The
Shine") take the bike. W see that it's Chinpy and Barol o!

Leaning on Doc's Bentley is Carlo T. He wears a cowboy hat,
and a jacket that reads "The Shine" on front, "Security" on
the back. He doffs his cap. Jonny salutes himin return.

JONNY
CGetting used to the new environnent?
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CARLO T
For 10% of what you guys are naking,
|"d guard your shit on the noon if
you asked ne ni ce.

Jonny and Collette clinb aboard a LEAR JET -- on its side
are the words, "The Shine," and the band's FIVE- MAN LOGO -

I NT. THE SHI NE'S LEAR JET -- DAY

Jonny and Collette enter. EVERYONE is onboard -- PJ, Scall op,
Ri cky, Doc, Eva, Doc's kids, Gnger. Also, several CH CKENS

ALL

You're | ate!
JONNY

We needed firewood, Chicago can wait.
RI CKY

We play C evel and tonight, bro.
JONNY

Even better. Y all know there's a
chi cken on this plane?

SCALLCP
There are four chickens on this plane.
You said we could bring famly.
JONNY
Not even gonna ask. Let's rock and
roll.
Collette sets a tiner on a CAMERA, then joins the others.
FLASH  FREEZE FRAME ON A GROUP PHOTO -- ONE BI G HAPPY FAM LY.
EXT. AIRSTRIP -- DUSK
The jet takes off. Misic is "Quitar Hero" (Track 9).
PAN DOMN TO Mack's Back 40. Preacher's Rock is back where
it belongs. Next to the rock is a FAKE GRAVESTONE t hat reads,
"Jonny Phoeni x, 1968-2013."
Ellis Creek has deep water, and the H CKORY CHAD are JUWPI N

And al ong the coast in the bg, we see the LI GHTHOUSE finally
beconme | LLUM NATED, hel pi ng everyone find their way hone. ..

FADE OUT:
THE END
ROLL CREDI TS:
After "Guitar Hero," the MJSIC is "Bend" (Track 12).
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